THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
AGENDA

July 18, 2023
6:00 PM Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence

Meeting Announcements - Time Is Allotted At The End Of Each Meeting For The Commissioners
To Receive Comments From The Public

Consent [tems

# 1 - Regular Session Minutes, July 11, 2023
# 2 - Liquor Minutes, July 11, 2023
# 3 - Closed Session Minutes, July 11, 2023

Legislative Session

Jamie Williams, Director, Economic and Tourism Development

Introduction of Code Home Rule Bill No. 3-2023, Arts and Entertainment District
Property Tax Credit

Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing and Zoning
Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023 Industrial Structures In The Route 301 Corridor

Recognition

Jillyn Coleman, Director, Parks & Recreation
Recognition of Kent Youth Lacrosse (12 U) Coaches and Athletes.

Jillyn Coleman, Director, Parks & Recreation; Dr. Tim Chizmar, State Medical Director, and
Bryan Ebling, Region IV Coordinator, Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services
Systems; Tim McDonald, Captain, and Travis Nelson, Sergeant, Maryland State Police

Recognition of Betterton Beach Lifeguards
Departmental Appointments

Jillyn Coleman, Director, Parks & Recreation

Departmental Update
Lisa Mazingo, Director, Kent Family Center

Departmental Update
Scott Boone, Director, Information Technology

SHI International Contract for Microsoft Licensing Renewal
Pete Landon, Director, Office of Emergency Services

FY2024 Kent County Law Enforcement Accountability Initiative Grant
Pete Landon, Director, Office of Emergency Services

Emergency Medical Services Cardiac Monitor Program
Jamie Williams, Director, Economic and Tourism Development

Upper-Shore Regional Council Memorandum of Understanding for Chestertown
Business Campus



County Administrator

Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney
Certificate of Satisfaction

Public Comment/Media R eview

Procedures For Public Comment

For Your Information

Kevin J. Shearon, P.E., LEED AP, DMS Associates, LLC.
Update To Proposed Gillespie Precast, LLC Storage Yard
Chuck F. Callahan, President, County Council of Talbot County

Letter Seeking Support From Deputy Secretary Bryan Mroz, Maryland Dept. of Health
Service Expansion at Upper Shore Community Health Campus

Danielle Hornberger, County Executive and County Council of Cecil County

Letter Seeking Support From Deputy Secretary Bryan Mroz, Maryland Dept. of Health
Service Expansion at Upper Shore Community Health Campus

George L. Pfeffer, Jr., President, County Council of Dorchester County
Letter Seeking Support From Deputy Secretary Bryan Mroz, Maryland Dept. of Health
Service Expansion at Upper Shore Community Health Campus

American Rescue Plan Act Funds

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds Spend Plan

Contingency Fund

Contingency and Use of Fund Balance Report

(Meetings are conducted in Open Session unless otherwise indicated. All or part of County Commissioners' meetings
can be held in closed session under the authority of the MD Open Meetings Law by vote of the Commissioners.
Breaks are at the call of the President. Please note that times listed for specific items on the agenda are only
estimates, and that the order of agenda items may change as time dictates or allows. Meetings are subject to audio
and video recordings.)



# 1 - Regular Session Minutes, July 11, 2023
7/18/2023
County Commissioners Meeting

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



# 2 - Liquor Minutes, July 11, 2023
7/18/2023
County Commissioners Meeting

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



# 3 - Closed Session Minutes, July 11, 2023
7/18/2023
County Commissioners Meeting

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Jamie Williams, Director, Economic and Tourism Development
7/18/2023
County Commissioners Meeting

Item Summary:
Introduction of Code Home Rule Bill No. 3-2023, Arts and Entertainment District Property Tax Credit

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
CHR Bill No. 3-2023 Arts and Entertainment District Property Tax Credit DRAFT Legislation



THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

July 18, 2023 Legislative Session Day
Legislative Session Day July 18, 2023
CODE HOME RULE
BILL NO. 3-2023

INTRODUCED BY: Ronald H. Fithian, President of the Board of County Cgmmissioners for Kent
County, Maryland.

AN ACT to amend Chapter 152 Taxation to add Article XI Arts rtainment District Property
Tax Credit to the Code of Public Local Laws of Kent County, Mar, urpose of authorizing a
certaln property tax credit for certain busmess entltles that obtajn C8ftain ne roved, or expanded

of this Act; and generally relating to a property tax ¢
certain Arts and Entertainment District.

Ronald R\ Fithian, President

INTRODUCED, read the ed posted and public hearing scheduled on
Month X, 2023, ers Hearing Room, R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr.,
Kent Count i hestertown, Maryland.

e, Month X, 2023, or

Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING

HAVING been posted and notice of the time and place of the hearing and copies having been made
available to the public and the press, a public hearing was held on Month X, 2023. Reported favorably
[with] [without] amendments; read the second time and ordered to be considered on Month X, 2023, a
legislative session day.

BILL NO. 3-2023 1
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



A BILL ENTITLED CHR 3-2023 ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT PROPERTY
TAX CREDIT

SECTION 1. NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND that Chapter 152, Taxation is hereby amended to add Article
XI Arts and Entertainment District Property Tax Credit as follows:

ARTICLE XI
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT PR

152-41 DEFINITIONS

IN THIS ARTICLE, "ARTS AND ENTERTAIN
ENTERTAINMENT ENTERPRISE," AND "Q
MEANINGS STATED IN § 4-701 OF THE ECONOMI
ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND.

152-42 TAX CREDIT GRANTED

PERTY TAX CREDIT SHALL BE APPLIED TO
IN ASSESSMENT RESULTING FROM

C. AN APPLICATION FOR THE TAX CREDIT CREATED BY THIS
ARTICLE SHALL BE FILED BY THE PROPERTY OWNER ON OR
BEFORE THE JUNE 1 PRECEDING THE FISCAL YEAR FOR WHICH
THE TAX CREDIT IS SOUGHT.

BILL NO. 3-2023 2
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



D. KENT COUNTY MAY DESIGNATE AN ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT MANAGER WHO MAY PROMULGATE FORMS FOR
APPLICATIONS FOR THE TAX CREDIT HEREUNDER AND MAY
REQUIRE SUCH VERIFICATION OF QUALIFICATIONS HEREUNDER
AS SUCH OFFICE MAY DEEM APPROPRIATE.

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the County Commissiq ent County that this

Act shall take effect on the day of , 2023.

Read Third Time

PASSED this day of

Failed of Passage

NTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY, MARYLAND
(SEAL)

H. Fithian, President

Albert H. Nickerson, Member

John F. Price, Member

ORDERED a fair summary thereof or the entire bill shall be published in at least one newspaper of general
circulation in the County, not less than three times at weekly intervals within a four-week period.

BILL NO. 3-2023 3
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing and Zoning
7/18/2023
County Commissioners Meeting

Item Summary:

On March 14, 2023, the County Commissioners adopted Resolution 2023-02 to consider a zoning text
amendment to update the permitted height of industrial structures from 45 feet to 60 feet in the Industrial,
Commercial, and Employment Center zoning districts and located in the Route 301 Corridor.

On April 6, 2023, the Kent County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed change and
requested additional information from the planning staff. All related information is posted online HERE.

On May 4, 2023, the Kent County Planning Commission met and discussed the proposed change and voted to
provide an unfavorable recommendation to the County Commissioners on the proposed amendment,
suggesting that the County Commissioners introduce an amendment that allows for additional height via a
special exception for heights in the Industrial, Commercial, and Employment Center zoning districts. A letter
from the Kent County Planning Commission is attached.

As part of the Planning Commission’s review process, a definition of the Route 301 Corridor for addition to
the Land Use Ordinance was proposed, reviewed, and revised to provide clarity. Although the Planning
Commission did not formally recommend regarding the definition, it has been included in Section 4 of the
CHRB. A map that indicates visually what is being proposed by the text is attached for reference. The map is
not being proposed for adoption as part of the change to the Land Use Ordinance; it is for reference only.

On May 16, 2023, the County Commissioners introduced CHRB 2-2023 and scheduled the Public Hearing.

On June 13, 2023, a Public Hearing was held and public input was received in writing and in person from
members of the public. The record remained open until the close of business on Friday, June 16, 2023, for
written testimony to be submitted for consideration.

The legislative session tonight is for consideration of adoption, adoption with amendments, or rejection of
proposed Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Revised DRAFT CHR Bill 2-2023 for Industrial Structures in 301 Corridor

[Nlustrative Map of the Proposed Route 301 Corridor
07.18.23 Written Public Comments, Received After Public Hearing During Comment Period


https://www.kentcounty.com/committees/planning

Exhibit A
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Month X, 2023 Legislative Session Day
Legislative Session Day Month X, 2023
CODE HOME RULE
BILL NO. X-2023

INTRODUCED BY: Ronald H. Fithian, President of the Board of County Commissioners for Kent
County, Maryland.

AN ACT to amend Chapter 222, Zoning, of the Public Local Laws of Kent County, Maryland, also
known as the Kent County Land Use Ordinance, in order to update Article V. District Regulations,
Section 11. Commercial District, 8§ 11.5 Density, Area, Height, Width, and“Yard Requirements, by
adding a new provision to regulate the height of industrial structures in general“and, by adding a new
provision to regulate the permitted height of industrialstructures in the 301 Corridor; to,update Article
V. District Regulations, Section 14. Employment Center District, 8 24.5 Density, Height, Width, Bulk,
and Fence Requirements, by adding a new provision to"regulate thespermitted height of industrial
structures in the 301 Corridor; to update Article V. District Regulations, Section 15. Industrial District, 8
15.5 Density, Height, Width, and Fence {Requirements, by adding a new provision to regulate the
permitted height of industrial structures in thes301 Corridor; and to,update Article XI, Definitions,
Section 2. Definitions, by adding a new definitionfor the Route 301 Corridor, inserted as item # 278.25.

THE COQUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald'H. Fithian, President
INTRODUCED, read the first.time, Month X, 2023, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled on
Month“X, 2023, at XX: XX am./ p.m. i the County Commissioners Hearing Room, R. Clayton
Mitchell, Jr., Kent County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, Maryland.

By order of:

Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk
PUBLIC HEARING

HAVING been posted and notice of the time and place of the hearing and copies having been made
available to the public and the press, a public hearing was held on Month X, 2023. Reported favorably
[with] [without] amendments; read the second time and ordered to be considered on Month X, 2023, a
legislative session day.

BILL NO. X-2023 1
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



Exhibit A

A BILL ENTITLED CHR X-2023 INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES IN 301 CORRIDOR

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT
COUNTY, MARYLAND that the Kent County Land Use Ordinance is hereby amended as follows:

SECTION 1.

ARTICLE V.
DISTRICT REGULATIONS

SECTION 11. COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

11.5 DENSITY, AREA, HEIGHT, WIDTH, ANDYARDP,REQUIREMENTS

Height *
- INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE 45 FEET
- INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE 60 FEET
IN 301 CORRIDOR
- Commercial structure 45, feet
- Residential structure 38 feet
- Fence ?
- Security 8 feet
- @rnamental
Front and side yard 4 feet
Rearyard 8 feet

1 Except in an‘area,defined as the Kent County Airport Safety Area, the height limitations do not apply to:
belfries; ornamental towers and spires; church spires; public monuments; commercial radio, personal wireless
facility, and television towers less than 200 feet in height; stage towers or scenery lofts; tanks; conveyors; silos and
corn dryers; elevator bulkheads; fire towers; water towers; stand pipes; and flag poles.

2 Fences do not need to meet yard requirements.

BILL NO. X-2023 2
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



SECTION 2.

ARTICLE V.
DISTRICT REGULATIONS

SECTION 14. EMPLOYMENT CENTER DISTRICT

145 DENSITY, HEIGHT, WIDTH, BULK, AND FENCE REQUIREMENTS

Height

- Industrial structure

- INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE
IN 301 CORRIDOR

- Residential structure

- Towers, silos, etc.

- Fence ©
- Security
- Ornamental

Front and Side

Rear

Maximum building footprint
- Distribution Center
- Route 301 Corridor
- Otherlocations
- Other industrial buildings
- Route 301 Corridor
- Other locations
- Office buildings®

® Except in the Airport Safety Zone

STANDARD

45 feet
60 FEET

35 feet
150feet °

8 feet

4 feet

8 feet

NA

75,000 sq. ft.
NA

250,000 sg. ft.
10,000 sq. ft.

®Fences do not need to meet the yard requirements.

BILL NO. X-2023
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.

INDUSTRIAL
SUBDIVISION

45 feet
60 FEET

35 feet
150 feet °

8 feet

4 feet

8 feet

NA

75,000 sq. ft.
NA

250,000 sq. ft.
10,000 sq. ft.

Exhibit A



SECTION 3.

ARTICLE V.
DISTRICT REGULATIONS

SECTION 15. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

15.5 DENSITY, HEIGHT, WIDTH, BULK, AND FENCE REQUIREMENTS

STANDARD INDUSTRIAL

SUBDIVISION
Height
- Industrial structure 45 feet 45 feet
- INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE IN 301 CORRIDOR 60 FEET 60 FEET
- Residential structure 35 feet 35 feet
- Towers, silos, etc. 150 feet ® 150 feet ®
- Fence ©
- Security 8 feet 8 feet
- Ornamental
Front and Side 4 feet 4 feet
Rear 8 feet 8 feet
Maximum building footprint
- Distribution Center
- Route 301«Corridor NA NA
- Otherdocations 75,000 sq. ft. 75,000 sq. ft.
- Otherdindustrial buildings
- Route 301 Corridor NA NA
- Other loeations 250,000 sg. ft. 250,000 sq. ft.
- Office buildings™ 10,000 sq. ft. 10,000 sq. ft.

5 Except in the Airport Safety Zone.

& Fences do not need to meet the yard requirements.

BILL NO. X-2023
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.

Exhibit A



Exhibit A

SECTION 4.

ARTICLE XI.
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

278. Rooming House - A building where, for compensation andhby prearrangement for definite periods,
lodging, meals, or lodging and meals are provided for thregfor more persons but containing no more than
five guest rooms or rental units.

278.25 ROUTE 301 CORRIDOR - ONE OF TWO GROWITH AREAS IN KENT COUNTY
IDENTIFIED BY THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, WHICH INCLUDES LAND ADJACENT
TO AND ONE MILE EAST AND ONEMILE WEST OF THE NINE-MILE-LONG SECTION
OF U.S. ROUTE 301, AS IT PASSES EROM NORTH TO),SOUTH THROUGH KENT
COUNTY, MARYLAND, AND ADDING “THOSE PROPERTIES THAT ARE ZONED
EMPLOYMENT CENTER AND INDUSTRIAL, WHICH ARE LOCATED ALONG MD 299 IN
MASSEY.

278.5 Rural Inn*** - A fagility for the,purpose of providing overnight lodging to the general public for
compensation and onlyy prearrangement, and at which dining facilities may also be offered for guests
and the general publi€, in‘aceordance with the following:

BILL NO. X-2023 5
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



Exhibit A

SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the County Commissioners of Kent County that this
Act shall take effect on the day of , 2023.

Read Third Time

PASSED this day of , 2023.

Failed of Passage

By order'of:

Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
(SEAL)

Ronald H./Fithian, President

Albert H. Nickerson, Member

John F. Price, Member

ORDERED a fair summary thereof or the entire bill shall be published in at least one newspaper of
general circulation in the County, not less than three times at weekly intervals within a four-week period.

BILL NO. X-2023 6
CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
Strike-threugh indicates matter deleted from existing law.



Proposed Route 301 Corridor

Millington

S Route 301 Corridor

B Town Boundaries
Zoning District

[j Agricultural Zoning District
|| Resource Conservation District
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[ Rural Residential
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Marine

[ Employment Center
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This map was generated by the Kent
County Department of Planning,
Housing, and Zoning. March 2023.
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From: Judy Tubman, VMD (via Google Docs) <judy.tubman@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 18, 2023 12:45 PM
To: Kent County Commissioners
Subject: Chr 2-2023
Attachments: Chr 2-2023.pdf
ATTENTION!

~ This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

- KCIT Helpdesk

Judy Tubman, VMD attached a document

Judy Tubman, VMD (judy.tubman@gmail.com) has attached the following
“Y" document:

| apologize | sent you my unedited letter concerning the Zoning Text
Amendment CHR 2 -2023. The edited letter is attached.

Elchr 2-2023
Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA

You have received this email because judy.tubman@gmail.com shared a document with Gﬂogle
you from Google Docs.



Commissioner Ron Fithian, President
Commissioner Albert Nickerson
Commissioner John Price

400 High Street

Chestertown, MD 21620

Dear Commissioners;

In 2001 | purchased 100 acres on Chesterville Bridge Rd. | moved my Veterinary Practice from
Queen Anne County, where | grew up, to this farm because the Comprehensive Plan and Kent
County, at that time, embraced both the environment, agriculture & commerce. | built a
Veterinary Clinic, my home, horse barn & utility buildings; all utilizing local contractors. | feel
privileged to live here because this county has embraced its historical history and environment.
In addition | enrolled 22 acres in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement program that includes
2 Shallow Water areas for waterfowl & wetland wildlife habitat. In 2002 | was awarded Kent
County Cooperator of the Year. In 2003 | was awarded the Secretary’s Citation by The Maryland
Department of Agriculture for the commitment to the protection of natural resources on my farm.
Through the years | have spent countless hours teaching & helping 4-H youngsters & Pony
Clubbers and mentoring numerous high school students that hope to join the medical field.

The conservation efforts that | have set forth, my Veterinary Practice, horse farm & my quality of
life are now under severe attack by the proposals that benefit only ONE person, Russ
Richardson.

To outline a few of the detrimental consequences of Russ Richardson proposals:

1) A Blue-Line Perennial Stream, Mill Branch, traverses through the entire property. A perennial
stream is one that has continuous flow throughout the year. This Mill Branch Stream empties
directly into the head of the Chester River.The thousands of square feet of impervious surface
due to the parking lots & the warehouse roofs are an Environmental Hotspot. The oil & diesel
fuel from the trucks will run directly into Mill Branch stream then into the Chester River & into the
Bay. This pollution along with the increased thermal temperatures from the water runoff will be
devastating to fish, wildlife & sensitive habitat in & next to the stream, Chester River & Bay.
Leading to fish hatchery deaths, algae blooms, aquatic grass death, depletion of the crab & fish
population, etc.

2) Building warehouses will only INCREASE the taxes for all residents in Kent County because;
A) All the roads in the area will have to undergo extensive upgrades; i.e.
Chesterville Bridge Road is a tar & chip road & it is not rated for 18 wheelers.With
climate change roads will need ever increasing repairs.
B) The warehouses will need access to water & sewer that Millington does not have
the funds or the capacity for.
C) Robots will not be paying taxes & will only limit jobs.



D) Statistics show that truck stops attract prostitution which attracts drugs & crime.
The Kent County sheriff department will need increased funds.

3) These proposed warehouses are NOT what is appropriate at the gateway for Kent County.
Tourism, an economic driver in Kent County, will therefore be decreased as people drive past
this unsightly development.

4) The National Flyway will be severely interrupted, decreasing our waterfowl population.

4) Property values will plummet.

5) Noise pollution, air pollution, light pollution will be devastating for miles around this
development. Those living within miles of the 301 corridor & warehouses will have their
Circadian Rhythms interrupted which is a major cause of cancer.

6) This development is NOT in line with what is outlined in the 2018 Comprehensive Plan for the
Town of Millington. As written on page 2: “The context for planning in Mlllington is responsive
growth management policies established by the State of Maryland and generally expressed as
“visions”. A few of The State’s twelve visions are as follows: 1) A high quality of life is achieved
through universal stewardship of the land, water, and air resulting in sustainable communities
and protection of the environment. 5) Growth Areas have the water resources and infrastructure
to accommodate population and business expansion in an orderly, efficient, and environmentally
sustainable manner. 9) Land and water resources, including the Chesapeake and Coastal Bays,
are carefully managed to restore and maintain healthy air and water, natural systems, and living
resources. 10) Waterways, forests, agricultural areas, open space, natural systems, and scenic
areas are conserved.”

In line with the 2018 Comprehensive Plan | opened a Veterinary Practice that provides
employment for local residents & | offer a valuable service to all of Kent County & surrounding
counties. | implemented conservation programs that protect & preserve the environment for now
& the future.

| do not pay “a pittance” in property taxes & am happy to do so because | want Kent County to
remain the envy of all those that marvel at its farmland, historic Chestertown & local commerce.

| feel that at the June 13th Planning & Zoning meeting one person proposed an alternative to
the kind of development that Russ Richardson is seeking & that was Owen Bailey who
referenced the Great Allegheny Passage. Running such a trail from Millington to Rock Hall
would increase tourism, jobs, raise property values, spur economic development, preserve the
Chester River & the environment & the scenic byway. At $800,000 in revenue per mile of the
trail it would provide the economic boom & commerce that Kent County is looking for & needs.
In addition | feel that people on both sides of the aisle would embrace such a development. |
would love to work on such a project & invite you to come to my farm to see the conservation
programs that | have in place in addition to the employment | offer.

It is obvious that | practice what | preach & | employ the Kent County Commissioners to allow
commerce & development that not only provides jobs but protects the environment & the quality



of life for all those living in Kent County. Lets not make the same mistakes & have the same
regrets that other locations now have; i.e. Harford County, Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania,
Riverside, California, New York, etc. Please heed the recommendations & cautions outlined by
the Millington Planning Commission, the Millington Volunteer Fire Department and the Kent
County Planning Commission. The best driver for economic viability for Kent County, as outlined
by Wayne Gilcrest, is education.

Kent county has done the right thing for decades so lets not turn course now. Let's not ignore
why the majority of people live in Kent County & let's be an example of what can be done to
protect the environment & provide economic development that could be the envy of Maryland &
the entire country. Let's think outside the box & continue to make Kent County the unique entity
that it is.

| am not in favor of adopting CHR 2-2023.

Thank you for your hard work & time,
Dr. Judy Tubman, VMD

31239 Chesterville Bridge Rd.
Millington, MD 21651



Barry Hildebrandt

From: Barry Hildebrandt <bxhildebrandt@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 5:10 PM

To: 'kentcounty@kentcounty.org'

Cc: Barry Hildebrandt (bxhildebrandt@gmail.com)
Subject: Comments to Commissioners

Attachments: My Warehouse Comments v2.docx

Regarding amendment to height to Millington area warehouse development, please see attachment.

Barry Hildebrandt
31673 WEdge Rd
Millington MD 21651

bxhildebrandt@gmail.com




Barry Hildebrandt X (/% @

v/
From: Barry Hildebrandt <bxhildebrandt@gmail.com> q ‘(\\\1\
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 9:58 AM
To: kentcounty@kentcounty.org
Cc: Barry Hildebrandt
Subject: CHR 2-2023 Height Increase Amendment

Dear Commissioners

Ron Fithian, President
Albert Nickerson, Member
John Price, Member

Two years ago, we decided to escape Baltimore’s congestion and pollution and enjoy the peace and quiet of
the Eastern Shore. Instead of going to the more popular and crowded areas, we opted for a small place on the
cliffside in Tolchester. We so impressed with the Kent Count countryside, that we searched for and found a
home on the Chester River outside of Millington.

Over our short time here, we have met friends and enjoyed the wildlife, kayaking, and walking and biking the
quiet country roads. We gave a presentation to old friends from our travel club in Baltimore entitled “The
Other Eastern Shore: Kent County” that focused on the open area, farm markets, beaches, recreation
(hunting, fishing, boating), parks, and activities.

Recently, we learned about the warehouse/distribution center planned for our area. It totals 500,000 square
feet with an additional 1,000,000 square feet of impervious surface for loading, unloading, and parking.
Although I have not had time to thoroughly research the plans and related studies, the information that | have
received and the meetings that | have attended, leave me with serious concerns regarding the plans, the
future of our immediate area and the possible impact on the whole of Kent County.

The request to raise the height limits of the warehouses from 45 feet to 60 feet, will only aggravate issues,
including environmental, traffic, health and costs, that are inherent in the original plans for the warehouses.

Major efforts by environmental and industry organizations have been ongoing to reduce the ill effects of air
and water pollution. Water runoff into the Mill Run, Chester River, and Chesapeake Bay from impervious
surfaces of the warehouse complex creates a danger for water purity, fishing, and other recreational activities.
Air pollution in Northeastern Kent County will increase exponentially from large trucks traveling to, from, and
idling at the warehouses throughout the day and night. Many studies have shown the importance of having a
buffer zone of trees and vegetation surrounding wetlands, streams, and rivers. It is difficult in Kent County for
residents to remove trees (even dead ones) in water areas. And yet, the warehouse plans call for razing eight-
plus acres of trees.

Besides air pollution, the tractor-trailers, vans, and cars servicing the warehouse complex will significantly
increase traffic congestion in surrounding areas, including the 301 corridor, Millington, Galena, and Massey.
Large trucks on the country roads will impact farm equipment and residential transit. Current roadways, traffic
circles, and bridges may not easily accommodate the increased trucking. Today’s country roads may no longer
provide safe paths for walking and biking.



In addition to the more obvious detrimental effects of tree removal, impervious surfaces, waste/water runoff
and air pollution, scientific research is looking into some less obvious effects of air and noise pollution. Boston,
MA—"Exposure to fine particulate air pollutants (PM2.5) may increase the risk of developing dementia,
according to a new meta-analysis from Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.” “After adjusting for other
factors that contribute to cardiovascular risk, they found that every 5-decibel increase in the average 24-hour
noise level was associated with a 34% increase in heart attacks, strokes, and other serious heart-related
problems.”

I am not well versed in what studies have been done, what statistics were used, and how up to date they are.
But | understand that studies were done a few years ago and based on warehouses at a 45-foot height. Some
questions and concerns come to mind:

- Should studies on air pollution, noise pollution, traffic congestion be done/redone based on the
warehouses’ 60-foot vs 45-foot height .

- What are the noise factors associated with the estimated number of trucks and number of operational
hours per day

- What are the gains and losses in local revenue, jobs, and home values for other similar warehouse
projects

- What is the estimated revenue from the warehouse/business itseif not including potentially unreliabie
economic ripple effects

- Are there relevant studies comparing other warehouse projects’ estimated benefits vs the
success/failure of achieving the benefits

- What are the anticipated increased costs for fire, police, sewage, etc. based on anticipated warehouse
activity

- Will a new warehouse increase employment in an environment that can’t fulfil today’s employment
needs or only aggravate the problem

- Can the average resident feel comfortable with decisions being made without more extensive and
current research

I could be accused of NIMBYism (Not In My Backyard), but that may be a factor in the residents of
Chestertown, Galena, Rock Hall, and elsewhere advocating FOR the amendment to increase the warehouse
size. The warehouse expansion will set a precedent for the entire 20 square-mile 301 corridor. Hardly an
appealing gateway to Kent County for anyone considering visiting or moving here.

In the 1950’s, a fishing village on the Costa Brava north of Barcelona, Spain was faced with a decision of
whether to attract tourists, business, and revenue by building high-rise hotels, casinos and other attractions as
other towns were doing along the coast. The mayor said no. Today Cadaques is a thriving tourist site for
Europeans because of its more remote location, fishing village appearance, lovely low-rise hotels, and upscale
" restaurants and shops. Growth does not always depend on industrial expansion.

Should we implement an “exception rule” to evaluate the warehouses’ actual use before agreeing to
amendments that allow a developer to build and allow Carte Blanc warehouse activity?

Should we simply keep warehouse development at the 45-foot height as a compromise allowing increased
business without additional impact to the environment, congestion, health, and costs?

Because of Kent County’s open countryside, clean air, water, and pleasant surroundings, it seems like we are
better situated to draw hunters, fishermen, boaters, outdoor vacationers, and eco-tourists for extended
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periods than to engage non-farm industrial complexes. For people contemplating visiting or moving
permanently to Kent County, what is more enticing, farmland and quiet communities or big businesses and
warehouses?

Thank you for your attention,

Barry Hildebrandi
31673 W Edge Rd
Millington MD 21651

bxhildebrandt@gmail.com
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From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:
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Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com> \\

Monday, June 19, 2023 3:39 PM
bxhildebrandt@gmail.com

Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
details.txt

Message not delivered

EGEIVE

JUN 2 0 2023

oy

Your message couldn't be delivered to kentcounty@kentcounty.org because the remote server is
misconfigured. See technical details below for more information.

LEARN MORE

AThis link will take you to a third-party site

The response from the remote server was:

453 you are trying to use me [server-9.tower-715.messagelabs .com] as a relay, but I have

not been configured to let you

[209.85.128.177, mail-ywl-fl177.google.com] do this. Please

visit https://knowledge.broadcom.com/external/article?legacyId=TECH246726 for more details
about this error message and instructions to resolve this issue. (#4.7.1)
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June 15, 2023
N v

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member John F. Price, Member

Kent County Commissioners 400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620
Re: Letter of Support — Zoning Text Amendment

Dear County Commissioners:

We are pleased to write this letter of support on behalf of the Hometown Multimedia,
LLC - WCTR Radio in support of the proposed Zoning Text Amendment that would
regulate the permitted height of industrial structures in the 301 Corridor.

It is our understanding that allowing this increase in structure size in this area would
potentially bring much needed economic growth and development in the county, and
that only the parcels identified in the 301 corridor area would be affected. We also
believe that adding the previously identified Industrial and Employment Center zoned
parcels in Massey to the building height restriction change would be beneficial.

We are pleased that the Commissioners will consider this Zoning Text Amendment. We
feel this type of controlled growth will bring a much needed improvement to the
economic base of the area without any negative impact to the aesthetics of the

community.

Sincerely,

4‘/’—
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Lacey Cox
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From: Shelley Heller
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 8:24 AM
To: Kent County Commissioners
Subject: FW: Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023 - Request to vote NO
Attachments: Kent County Econ.Dev. 6.16.23.docx
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

\(%*Si—f&t&?&?w

Shelley L. Heller

County Administrator
Kent County, Maryland
400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620
(410) 778-4600
sheller@kentgov.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic message is confidential information intended for the use of
the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this electronic message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please immediately notify us by
telephone and return or destroy the original message to assure that it is not read, copied, or distributed by others.

From: cherilyn widell <cwidell809@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 4:53 PM

To: Shelley Heller <sheller@kentgov.org>; William Mackey <wmackey@kentgov.org>
Subject: Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023 - Request to vote NO

ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize

the sender and know the content is safe.
- KCIT Helpdesk

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Cherilyn Widell



June 16, 2023

105 North Water Street
Chestertown, Maryland 21620

Mr. Ronald Fithian, President, Kent County Commissioners
Mr. Albert Nickerson

Mr. John Price

100 High Street

Chestertown, MD 21620

Dear Kent County Commissioners,

| am a Kent County resident and registered voter. With this letter, | would like to request that
all of you vote against or “no” for CHR Bill 2-2023, the Zoning text Amendment which would
increase the permitted height of Industrial Structures in the Route 301 Corridor of Kent County,
Maryland.

As a former employee of the Frederick County Economic Development Commission, we worked
diligently and successfully to bring much needed economic activity to ,then rural ,Frederick,
Maryland ,while also retaining oversight and authority to protect the quality of life in the
community. Kent County can do the same - encourage economic development while still
retaining oversight and authority over each project that comes before you.

There is no doubt that Chestertown, Millington, and all the communities in Kent County need
Economic Development.

We also need to ensure the proposals presented and accepted are consistent with the
Comprehensive Zoning Update (CRU) and that the community does not compromise, now and
in the future, the values which embody the special qualities of this place we have chosen for
our home.

We can learn from the many mistakes made in Harford County Maryland where rampant
construction of industrial structures on the Old Philadelphia Road ,adjacent to US 40, has
overwhelmed cherished neighborhoods. Once viable communities are burdened with non-stop
truck traffic, loading and unloading at 60 foot high structures 24 hours a day. Careful review
and planning can bring economic development consistent with the current needs and future
vision of Kent County, Maryland.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Best regards,

Cherilyn Widell
Cwidell809@yahoo.com 443-480-2862




From: Marsha Fritz <mlfritz@ptd.net>

Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 4:30 PM

To: Sondra Blackiston <sblackiston@kentgov.org>

Cc: Cynthia Saunders <saunderscynthia@gmail.com>; FAICP Elizabeth Watson
<aelizabethwatson@gmail.com>

Subject: Warehouse proposal: letter to Commissioners

ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

- KCIT Helpdesk

Ronald H. Fithian, Chairman
Kent County Board of Commissioners

Dear Mr. Fithian:

| am contacting you to express my deep concern about the proposed warehouse development near
Millington. You may have read my letter printed in The Spy and also read into the record of the Kent
County Planning Commission by Ms. Elizabeth Watson at their last meeting.

My concern is based on the experience with warehouse development in the Lehigh Valley where | now
live.

When the Bethlehem Steel plant closed several decades ago, leaders in the two major Valley counties,
Lehigh and Northampton, searched for a replacement industry. Developers began proposing
warehousing, claiming that our good highways would provide easy access to major cities. They claimed
warehousing would be a clean industry, supplying plentiful jobs and a solid tax base. | suspect you are
hearing these same promises now.

It hasn’t worked out.

The jobs are low paying and dangerous. Union protection is virtually unknown, even in this longtime
union area. Workers cannot afford decent housing and automation is reducing the number of workers
even needed.

The industry is not clean. The trucks needed to service the facilities have overwhelmed both our
highways and feeder roads. Our “good” highways are now crumbling and badly crowded. The promised
tax base doesn’t generate enough revenue to fix them.

Even worse, recent studies have deemed our air and water quality declining to dangerously low levels.
Much of the new pollution comes from the trucks and stalled traffic. The acres and acres of flat roofs and

parking lots have greatly increased runoff into our many rivers and streams.

Counties here are run by an Executive, a powerful, elected office.



Here’s what the Northampton County Executive, Lamont McClure, said in his formal state of the county
address last week:

“Our people are done with warehouses.” Citing the reasons | noted above, Mr. McClure said that our
regional economy is doing well, but “warehousing not so much.” He strongly opposes use of tax
incentives for any new warehouse facilities: they aren’t performing as an economic engine as promised.
In spite of many of these facilities in the area, our counties are still struggling financially.

A few warehouses have lead to many others; some are empty while others are still being built. | can
foresee that happening in Kent County. Highway 301 is getting better while highways on the other side of

the Bay grow more crowded. Now is the time to protect Kent County from the threat we are living with
here.

Please continue to think long term. It doesn’t take many years -as we in the Valley have learned- to loose
what we most value and love.

Very truly yours,
Marsha Fritz

Sent from my iPhone



Commissioner Ron Fithian, President
Commissioner Albert Nickerson
Commissioner John Price

400 High Street

Chestertown, MD21620

Dear Commissioners;

In 2001 I purchased 100 acres on Chesterville Bridge Rd. | moved my Veterinary Practice from
Queen Anne County, where | grew up, to this farm because the Comprehensive Plan and Kent
County, at that time, embarrassed both the environment, agriculture & commerce. | built a.
Veterinary Clinic, my home, horse barn & utility buildings; all utilizing local contractors. | feel
privileged to live here because this county has embarrassed its historical history and
environment. In addition | enrolled 22 acres in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement program
that includes 2 Shallow Water areas for waterfowl & wetland wildlife habitat. In 2002 | was
awarded Kent County Cooperator of the Year. In 2003 | was awarded the Secretary’s Citation by
The Maryland Department of Agriculture for the commitment to the protection of natural
resources on my farm. Through the years | have spent countless hours teaching & helping 4-H
youngsters & Pony Clubbers and mentoring numerous high school students that hope to join the
medical field.

The conservation efforts that | have set forth, my Veterinary Practice, horse farm & my quality of
life are now under severe attack by the proposals that benefit only ONE person, Russ
Richardson.

To outline a few of the detrimental consequences of Russ Richardson proposals:

1) A Blue-Line Perennial Stream, Mill Branch, traverses through the entire property. A perennial
stream is one that has continuous flow throughout the year. This Mill Branch Stream empties
directly into the head of the Chester River.The thousands of square feet of impervious surface
due to the parking lots & the warehouse roofs are an Environmental Hotspot. The oil & diesel
fuel from the trucks will run directly into Mill Branch stream then into the Chester River & into the
Bay. This pollution along with the increased thermal temperatures from the water runoff will be
devastating to fish, wildlife & sensitive habitat in & next to the stream, Chester River & Bay.
Leading to fish hatchery deaths, algae blooms, aquatic grass death, depletion of the crab & fish
population, etc.

2) Building warehouses will only INCREASE the taxes for all residents in Kent County because;
A) All the roads in the area will have to undergo extensive upgrades; i.e.
Chesterville Bridge Road is a tar & chip road & it is not rated for 18 wheelers.With
climate change roads will need ever increasing repairs.
B) The warehouses will need access to water & sewer that Millington does not have
the funds or the capacity for.



C) Robots will not be paying taxes & will only limit jobs.
D) Statistics show that truck stops attract prostitution which attracts drugs & crime.
The Kent County sheriff department will need increased funds.

3) These proposed warehouses are NOT what is appropriate at the gateway for Kent County.
Tourism, an economic driver in Kent County, will therefore be decreased as people drive past
this unsightly development.

4) The National Flyway will be severely interrupted, decreasing our waterfowl population.

4) Property values will plummet.

5) Noise pollution, air pollution, light pollution will be devastating for miles around this
development. Those living within miles of the 301 corridor & warehouses will have their
Circadian Rhythms interrupted which is a major cause of cancer.

6) This development is NOT in line with what is outlined in the 2018 Comprehensive Plan for the
Town of Millington. As written on page 2: “The context for planning in Mlllington is responsive
growth management policies established by the State of Maryland and generally expressed as
“visions”. A few of The State’s twelve visions are as follows: 1) A high quality of life is achieved
through universal stewardship of the land, water, and air resulting in sustainable communities
and protection of the environment. 5) Growth Areas have the water resources and infrastructure
to accommodate population and business expansion in an orderly, efficient, and environmentally
sustainable manner. 9) Land and water resources, including the Chesapeake and Coastal Bays,
are carefully managed to restore and maintain healthy air and water, natural systems, and living
resources. 10) Waterways, forests, agricultural areas, open space, natural systems, and scenic
areas are conserved.”

In line with the 2018 Comprehensive Plan | opened a Veterinary Practice that provides
employment for local residents & | offer a valuable service to all of Kent County & surrounding
counties. | implemented conservation programs that protect & preserve the environment for now
& the future.

| do not pay “a pittance” in property taxes & am happy to do so because | want Kent County to
remain the envy of all those that marvel at its farmland, historic Chestertown & local commerce.

| feel that at the June 13th Planning & Zoning meeting one person proposed an alternative to
the kind of development that Russ Richardson is seeking & that was Owen Bailey who
referenced the Great Allegheny Passage. Running such a trail from Millington to Rock Hall
would increase tourism, jobs, raise property values, spur economic development, preserve the
Chester River & the environment & the scenic byway. At $800,000 in revenue per mile of the
trail it would provide the economic boom & commerce that Kent County is looking for & needs.
In addition | feel that people on both sides of the aisle would embrace such a development. |
would love to work on such a project & invite you to come to my farm to see the conservation
programs that | have in place in addition to the employment | offer.



It is obvious that | practice what | preach & | employ the Kent County Commissioners to allow
commerce & development that not only provides jobs but protects the environment & the quality
of life for all those living in Kent County. Lets not make the same mistakes & have the same
regrets that other locations now have; i.e. Harford County, Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania,
Riverside, California, New York, etc. Please heed the recommendations & cautions outlined by
the Millington Planning Commission, the Millington Volunteer Fire Department and the Kent
County Planning Commission. The best driver for economic viability for Kent County, as outlined
by Wayne Gilcrest, is education.

Kent county has done the right thing for decades so lets not turn course now. Let's not ignore
why the majority of people live in Kent County & let's be an example of what can be done to
protect the environment & provide economic development that could be the envy of Maryland &
the entire country. Let's think outside the box & continue to make Kent County the unique entity
that it is.

| am not in favor of adopting CHR 2-2023.

Thank you for your hard work & time,
Dr. Judy Tubman, VMD

31239 Chesterville Bridge Rd.
Millington, MD 21651
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June 16, 2023

Ronald H. Fithian, President
Albert H. Nickerson, Member
John F. Price, Member

Kent County Commissioners
400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620

Re: Letter of Support for Zoning Text Amendment — Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023
Dear Commissioners Firth, Nickerson, and Price:

The Bay Area Association of Realtors®, representing 350 members, strongly supports the
proposed Zoning Text Amendment in Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023.

The Kent County Comprehensive Plan identifies the 301 Corridor area as both a
Designated Growth Area and a Priority Funding Area. It also states as a strategy for
economic development that “Kent County will encourage the growth of local industries and
recruit new industries to locate in the designated industrial development areas in the
County.”

Also identified as one of the “Highest Priorities” in the 2018 Plan is the expansion of
regulatory flexibility for the creation of and location of employment centers and industrial
uses. “Through its economic development planning and land use implementation measures
the County will support flexibility in and an expanded area of employment center and
industrial zoning in general to support commercial and mixed-use development. These
efforts will especially focus on the Worton area, and the US 301 corridor with a priority that
the area between the Town of Millington and the lands surrounding the Route 291-Route
301 intersection be guided by the desired expansion of services and land use identified by
Millington’s municipal growth element.”
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Industry standards are changing, and our members find that many prospective buyers
including data centers, warehousing companies and high-tech international agricultural
corporations need building heights more than 45 feet.

Kent County needs economic development and increased revenues that this change would
bring. We ask that you vote in favor of Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023.

Thank you for your consideration.
/ L. Williams
Government Affairs Director Bay Area Association of Realtors®
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June 16, 2023
Email: kentcounty@kentgov.or.
County Commissioners of Kent County
400 High St.
Chestertown, Maryland 21620
Re: Resolution 2023-2 Zoning Text Amendment
Dear County Commissioners:

We represent Kent Conservation and Preservation Alliance. We write to you today
to discuss the Zoning Text Amendment (“ZTA”). This ZTA contemplates raising the
maximum height of certain types of industrial buildings in specific districts—Industrial,
Commercial, and Employment Center—in the County, but only if constructed within the
301 Corridor. In line with our previous testimony provided during the public hearing on
June 13, 2023, we stand in opposition to this ZTA.

The initial iteration of the ZTA is, as we had previously stated before the Planning
Commission, a special law. As a practical matter, its parameters of application are such
that the only parcels in the county that could feasibly make use of it are all owned or
otherwise apparently controlled by a single individual who is seeking out special

advantages under the law. The six factors of a special law are, to quote several appellate

cases detailing the matter:



Letter to Kent County Commissioners
June 16, 2023
Page 2

(1) “whether [the underlying purpose of the legislative enactment] was

actually intended to benefit or burden a particular member or members of a

class instead of an entire class”™;

(2) “[w]hether particular individuals or entities are identified in the statute”;

(3) “[t]he substance and “practical effect’ of an enactment”;

(4) “[ilf a particular individual or business sought and received special

advantages from the Legislature, or if other similar individuals or businesses

were discriminated against by the legislation”;

(5) “[t]he public need and public interest underlying the enactment, and the

inadequacy of the general law to serve the public need or public interest”;

and

(6) “whether [the legislative enactment is] arbitrary and without any

reasonable basis[.]”
See generally Howard Cnty. v. McClain, 254 Md. App. 190, 198 (2022). The intent of this
ZTA appears to be to increase the developmental footprint of industrial buildings—
particularly distribution-styled warehouse buildings—on lots under the control of Russ
Richardson. The few parcels further north of the Millington area that are zoned Industrial
or Employment Center and are close enough to 301 to theoretically fall within the scope of
the ZTA are nevertheless disconnected from county water and sewerage and will remain
so for the indefinite future, at least until such time as an entirely new comprehensive zoning
ordinance rewrite occurs. Of those on the southern end near the county border, Mr.
Richardson owns nearly all developable land able to take advantage of this ZTA, and the
few remaining parcels are too small to feasibly support distribution warehouses at all, much
less warehouses with required parking and required setbacks. The practical effect is
therefore to benefit one man’s developmental goals in a manner distinct from all other

similarly zoned land in the county. He has sought out this special advantage directly, there

is no apparent rational basis for narrowing the ZTA’s application such that it only applies
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Page 3

to this singular cluster of land in the entire county. Lastly, there is no apparent public need
for augmenting (or rather, removing) developmental restrictions for this single landowner.
Such development can still proceed under the established maximum height rules in the
county, which are in place to help preserve the rural character of even the more
commercially developed land in Kent County. As the contemplated development is still
permitted under existing restrictions, the general law is adequate to address its existence, |
and any argument that the law needs to be changed fundamentally proceeds with the goal
not of fixing a special evil/legal oversight but of maximizing personal financial gain
contrary to the established land use fabric of the county.

Fortunately, the Planning Commission has recommended disapproval of the ZTA
as proposed, citing the lack of public need in particular. However, it proposed a different
conception of the ZTA as a conditional use option for all Industrial, Commercial, and
Employment Center zones county-wide, which creates an entirely different problem.
Simply put, a ZTA that has county-wide effect in so many different zones should be part
of the general comprehensive zoning effort that is ongoing in the county. Changing the
ordinance in such a way that these types of larger facilities can find purchase in multiple
different communities throughout the county, without any opportunity for public comment
on the same, is antithetical to the principles and law governing the comprehensive rezoning

process. The footprint and visual impact of a 60-foot-tall facility is demonstrably greater

than that of a 45-foot-tall facility, particularly with the low skylines common to Kent



Letter to Kent County Commissioners
June 16, 2023
Page 4
County, and therefore such a change should receive the full scrutiny afforded to other
changes considered in the comprehensive zoning process.

In either instance, we think the ZTA should be denied as a matter of course. Neither
the original ZTA or the Planning Commission’s alternative suffice as justification for its
passage, and while the Planning Commission’s alternative is better than the original ZTA,

it is only appropriate in the context of full rezoning. We therefore recommend that you

deny the ZTA as written.

Very truly yours,

Grant A. Giel
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June 16, 2023

By

Commissioners Fithian, Nickerson and Price,
I am John Swain. My wife and | live on W Edge Rd bordering Mills Branch.

| am opposed to the Text Amendment requesting a height increase from 45’ to 60’
in the Employment Center zone on Edge Rd.

My wife has kept me informed of meetings, letters, discussion and the recent
Public Hearing on 6/13/2023. | was able to attend some meetings, but | was
working that day and unable to attend the Public Hearing.

| understand that former commissioner Tom Mason spoke at the Public Hearing
and chastised homeowners for not doing their due diligence regarding zoning
when purchasing their property in the past 20 years. Harsh but true in retrospect.

Without reiterating all the concerns and challenges expressed these past months |
would like to challenge you, Commissioners, to heed Mr. Mason’s advice:

DO YOUR DUE DILIGENCE!!
You have heard testimony and been given letters with references and studies
about the effects of warehousing on communities. Don’t let haste and ignorance
blind you to lessons to be learned and safeguards to be put in place. Mr.
Richardson has been buying property along the 301 corridor for years, he is not

going to be going away quickly. Slow down and be thorough.

It would be a sad day for this small county to join the ranks of those who regretted
their decision to let these gargantuan warehouses in.

Thank you,

John E Swain
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Commissioners Fithian, Nickerson and Price:
Melinda Bookwalter. My husband and I live on W Edge Rd bordering Mills Branch.

We are opposed to the Text Amendment requested height increase from 45’ to
60’ in the Employment Center zoned acreage on Edge Rd parallel to Rte 301. Its
property boundary includes forested wetlands and Mills Branch which flows into
the Chester River.

Everton Industry has a contract with Russ Richardson to purchase this property
and build two 256,000sq’ logistics/distribution centers. The out of scale and
massive size of these structures will greatly increase traffic, noise and pollution,
while compromising the environment, quality of life, infrastructure and safety.

What we know:

e Mr. Richardson and Everton Industry requested a Text Amendment to
increase the height of these buildings from the current 45’, to 60’ (which
would also apply to the Commercial, Industrial and Employment Center
zoned areas on the east side of Rte. 301).

e Their design firm LRK in Philadelphia recommended this increase to allow
for robotics, automation and vertical storage technology.

e This increase raises the interior volume by 30%, creating more traffic, noise
and pollution.

e There are 3 different types of distribution centers:

1) Conventional: material movement is performed by people and mobile
equipment

2) Mechanized: material movement is assisted by mechanized, conveyance
and sortation systems

3) Automated: material movement is performed in part or in full by
machines or robotics (Warehouse Distribution Center Design Concepts:
mwpvl.com).

e Average Walmart Warehouse Worker hourly pay in Elkton is approximately
$15.37, which meets the national average.

e Text Amendments are easy to pass and hard to change, as per a Kent
County Planning Commission member.



Silos, grain elevators & distribution centers do NOT have equal impervious
surface square footage!

Millington’s Planning Commission has submitted a letter opposing the
height increase.

Millington’s Volunteer Fire Department has submitted a letter opposing the
height increase for safety reasons.

The Kent County Planning Commission found that the Text Amendment is
not in the best interest of the public and gave it an unfavorable
recommendation, with a suggestion that it be a special exception case by
case.

Multiple towns, cities, counties and rural areas have regretted their short-
sighted vision in allowing these oversize distribution centers to come into
their area and proliferate. Promises of jobs and revenue were overstated,
infrastructure and quality of life were compromised.

What we don’t know:

What do we know about Everton industry LLC and its deliverables regarding
past projects?

To what degree will robotics and automation eliminate jobs?

To what degree will this hurried and short-sighted lack of information and
experience from other areas harm our communities and the people who
live here?

Please, Commissioners, do not in haste and without adequate research, make an
ill-informed decision that could impact your friends, neighbors and families for
generations to come.

There is time enough for thoughtful consideration.

Thank you for your time.

Melinda Bookwalter 410-708-3601 swain2@verizon.net
31638 W Edge Rd
Millington, MD 21651
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From: Barbara Reed <barbreed022@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 10:19 AM
To: Kent County Commissioners
Subject: Code Home Rule Bill No. 2-2023
ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize

‘the sender and know the content is safe.
- KCIT Helpdesk

Dear Sirs:

| write you to ask for your vote in favor to update the permitted height of industrial structures in the route 301 corridor.
It is of my opinion this change of adding 15 feet to the provision is necessary to attract present day investors. My hope is
to see the tax base increase. This is vital and an opportunity that should not be missed.

It is likely jobs would be created with the possible return of a family restaurant and truck stop/fuel station, among other
amenities. Presently, the derelict state of those long gone business establishments are an unattractive, dare | say an
eyesore highlighting our county's economic struggles.

As heard during the public in-person attendance: "If not now, when?" | believe you three gentlemen are "The Who!"

The time is now for positive change congruent with evolving business strategies in step with the plans for this area
agreed upon decades ago.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this change.

Sincerely submitted,
Barb Reed

10661 Millbrook Drive
Chestertown, MD 21620
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From: Ed_ Breitenbach <edsmachinellc@gmail.com> E [[B IE l] w E
o et Courty Commisioners JUN 16 2023
ject: WHAREH E CONCERN —_
Subject OUSE C S . \_J(/(

ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize

the sender and know the content is safe.
- KCIT Helpdesk

Hello Commissioners, | moved my family to Kent County in 2015 from Glasgow, DE We were lifetime residents of
De up till then. Delaware had become way too busy with too much building and traffic,etc. We started looking and
found a rather large lot with a home in Kent County. It was pretty much a dream spot for us and the Farm landscape that
seemed much supported here gave us hopes of staying here indefinitely.

We live at 31430 Chesterville Bridge Rd. Millington, which is adjacent to the lot that is proposed as warehouse 1
location. We are opposed to raising height limits of buildings and are also opposed to any type of high cube
warehouse. This is not what Kent County needs. This does not fit in with the Farming landscape. This brings no promise
of any quantity of good jobs. This is my opinion : These owners and developers are rich people trying to get richer.
Period. They DO NOT LIVE HERE !

They do not care about Kent County and it's residents. The truck traffic, the noise, the pollution from diesel run-off and
from an enormous amount of impervious ground from rooftops and paved parking areas will be detrimental to our land
and waterways. The Mill Branch stream flows directly into the Chester River. Lighting from the parking areas may be
terribly offensive to me and my neighbors.

Kent County does not need to give in to these owners/builders' detrimental requests. If they are to build in this
designated growth area, then it needs to benefit Kent County and it's residents. Once these decisions are made, it really
can be a turning point for the face of Kent County. Specifically meaning that | feel that Kent is viewed as kind of a
diamond in the rough, and it can stay that way with good decisions.

There are many beneficial buildings that could be built ( doctors office professional center comes to mind) that could
be scaled APPROPRIATELY. We hope you make the right choice on this matter. We also hope to stay put at our dream
home location. Decisions around what is built in the surrounding areas may very well affect our decision to stay here.
We moved here for a better quality of living and we have that now. It's pretty great. Please don't make decisions that
would allow people that DON'T LIVE HERE take that away from us.  Respectfully - Ed Breitenbach and Family



Lacey Cox
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From: Jamie Williams

Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 9:41 AM
To: Kent County Commissioners
Subject: CHR2-2023

Good Morning Commissioners,

| feel compelled to follow up as a result of the public hearing. | kept hearing large warehouse, gigantic warehouse,
warehouse, warehouse, warehouse. The 60' request has been requested for others types of commercial development.
Truck washes, equipment repair, manufacturing, hotels, food processing have been proposed in this area during my
tenure alone.

One or two projects in this area will perpetuate other development of services such as a restaurant, a convenience
store, maybe even a small scale target or home goods where our residents can shop. Saving them a few trips to
Middletown. These types of businesses will not need 60' in height. Perhaps we would attract a developer for residential,
affordable housing and increase our population.

| do have empathy for the residents that live close to the 301 corridor. | also have empathy for residents throughout the
county who are struggling to keep pace with the rising cost of living. This proposal affects EVERY Kent County citizen.
My understanding is about 10 positions we're eliminated in the FY24 budget process. My fear isin future years more
positions will need to be eliminated. I'm especially concerned about public safety positions.

I'm also concerned that the Millington Fire Company and Planning Commission spoke out against a ZTA based solely on
not having adequate equipment or housing for the equipment. Isn't this precisely why fire companies have MOUs with
surrounding companies? Fire suppression is addressed during project review, developers could be required to mitigate
fire risk in many ways.

Did the elected officials, the Mayor and Council, weigh in on this amendment? If not, it's disingenuous to say Millington
is against the project.

Has an alternative to increase County revenues been suggested by the opposition?

I'm weary of the Middletown comparison, Middletown wanted to grow. It was planned. Kent County is NOT planning for
that scale of growth. Also MD regulations and our own zoning densities would not allow it.

Those are my final thoughts.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android




RECEIVED

8778 Orchard Drive JUN 16 2023

Chestertown, MD 21620 KENT COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OFFICE

Ronald H. Fithian, President E k B
Board of Kent County Commissioners

400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620

June 14, 2023
Dear Commissioner Fithian:

We write you to discuss the disadvantages of building a 45 or, even worse, a 60 feet tall
warehouse in the Millington area of Kent County, specifically at the intersection of Morgnec
Road and Route 301.

We have a personal concern about that intersection because in 1994 our daughter was one
of two survivors in a fatal car accident that took two lives at that site. That terrible accident
was one of the forces motivating the construction of the overpass and two roundabouts
that made the intersection safer. But the bridge overpass and two small roundabouts were
designed to handle cars and small trucks, not the 16-wheel semis and large trucks that
would daily visit the proposed warehouse.

Because of where we live, we frequently travel the roundabout at the intersection of High
Street and Morgnec Rd. Even though this roundabout has a wider circumference than
those near Millington, we frequently observe tractor trailers needing to drive on the central
circle of bricks in order to negotiate the turn. At times they have wheels in the air if they
attempt to travel the circle too quickly. In short, we believe the current roads leading to the
proposed building site are inadequate.

The cost to enlarge the roundabouts and bridge would be a considerable expense and
undoubtedly have considerable negative impact on a bucolic area of Kent County. One
need only visit Middletown, Delaware, during any weekday to see how the many large
trucks moving through that area slow traffic, emit exhaust and noise as they travel to box
stores and the Amazon supply center.

Not only are the increased traffic and inadequate infrastructure serious concerns, but also
the health of the nearby creeks and streams entering the Chester River as well as its
ultimate destination, the Chesapeake Bay—all of which struggle with pollution. What is the
impact on the environment if such a large warehouse were to be built? Has any
environmental study been done? Quite apart from the ecological concerns, there is also an
aesthetic consideration. Kent County is renowned for its scenic beauty, which would
undoubtedly be marred by opening it up to large, ungainly warehouses. Again, consider the
contrast between Kent County’s stretch of Rte.301 and that running through Delaware.



The single argument we’ve heard that favors the building of this proposed warehouse
always seems to concern the possibility of more jobs for Kent County residents. It is true
that this county might benefit from such an outcome. But we’d question whether an
increased number of jobs would be the reality. More and more warehouses are “manned”
by automation, including robotic lifts and cranes. As is widely reported, the world is
entering a new age of A.l. so that more and more work of all kinds will be done by
machines, which will supplant the necessity of human staff. The more likely outcome of
permitting this new structure is that citizens of Kent County will see very few new job
openings created. They will, however, be reminded of a misguided decision every time they
drive past a large ugly building that defiles the beauty of our county and that creates more
problems that could have been avoided.

We appreciate your attention to the concerns expressed in this letter.

Sincerely,

G@“"th&i&

rry Fis



Lacez Cox

From: B Vujanic <brendavujanic@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 8:25 PM

To: Kent County Commissioners

Subject: Commercial Development in Kent County

Dear Commissioner Fithian, Commissioner Nickerson, and Commissioner Price,

We're so grateful for so many things in Kent County and feel fortunate to live here. That being said, we're
sincerely concerned about the possibility of allowing a huge distribution center being built near our home and
the imminent impact it will have on our wonderful, local rural community. Unfortunately, we were traveling
this week and unable to attend the live meeting to express our concerns in person.

e A few things we want to convey -

o We recently waited 14 months for approval on a small addition on an existing deck because of
our proximity to Mill Creek. It was a long wait but we didn't complain as we appreciate the
process and the rules that are in place to protect our local waterways. We can't believe that a
large distribution center - with all the concrete and asphalt, truck pollution, noise, etc - could
possibly be built upstream so close to our beautiful creek that flows into the Chester River. In
addition, how could they possibly meet the strict impervious surface requirements of our
county?

o We are also very concerned about the impact of having increased tractor-trailer traffic in our
area, especially with new drivers and many senior citizens in our community.

o We have read numerous articles about the degradation of air quality around the areas of large
distribution centers which is obviously very concerning.

* I'm a breast cancer survivor who was told at the time of diagnosis that my cancer is
most likely a result of environmental carcinogens as there is no family history. You can
only imagine the stress and anxiety caused by the idea of toxins being in the air near our
home.

o Lastly, we obviously have serious concerns about what impact a distribution center will have on
our property value as well. We never planned to sell our "little piece of heaven" but

1



unfortunately we would have no choice but to move to maintain a healthy living environment if
the distribution center is built near us.

We aren't against expansion or growth in Kent County. There are many places where it makes sense and
should be welcomed - like where Dixon Valve moved and the new YMCA was built. Possibly in the more
northern part of our county where there are entrances to 301 that could properly accommodate the truck
traffic and not impact our local, small community. There are so many reasons why this distribution project
shouldn't happen in the Millington community.

We voted for all three of you in good faith that you would continue to protect our beautiful county and those
that reside here. Thank you for your service and please don't allow this distribution center to happen in our
beautiful portion of Kent County!

Best regards,
Brenda & Mali Vujanic
Millington, MD

Sent from Qutlook



June 15, 2023

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member John F. Price, Member
Kent County Commissioners 400 High Street

Chestertown, MD 21620

Re: Letter of Support — Zoning Text Amendment

Dear County Commissioners:

We are pleased to write this letter of support on behalf of the Hometown Multimedia,
LLC - WCTR Radio in support of the proposed Zoning Text Amendment that would

regulate the permitted height of industrial structures in the 301 Corridor.

It is our understanding that allowing this increase in structure size in this area would
potentially bring much needed economic growth and development in the county, and
that only the parcels identified in the 301 corridor area would be affected. We also
believe that adding the previously identified Industrial and Employment Center zoned

parcels in Massey to the building height restriction change would be beneficial.

We are pleased that the Commissioners will consider this Zoning Text Amendment. We
feel this type of controlled growth will bring a much needed improvement to the

economic base of the area without any negative impact to the aesthetics of the

community.
Sincerely,
Brian Moore Leslie Sea
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Tonya Thomas

From: william_kanto@verizon.net E @ E l] w E
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 2:27 PM
To: Kent County Commissioners JUN 15 2023
Subject: 301 Corridor/proposal .

By \J{/T/
ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.
- KCIT Helpdesk

To Whom it May Concern:

| attended the meeting on Tuesday to listen and learn about the propose amendment to raise the building height from
45 ft to 60 ft along the 301 corridor. After the meeting, | feel compelled to voice my support for the project.

25 years ago the area was zone commercial. Since the zoning is not new and now 301 has become a major north south
highway, Kent County needs to take advantage of this asset. Yes, | believe 301 is an asset like our beautiful rivers and
farms. Allowing an entity to propose to have a structure of such height, does not guarantee the proposal will be
granted. The proposal would provide our governing bodies flexibility. Since nobody disputes, Kent County needs to
increase our tax base, we need to allow our governing bodies to have the flexibility to welcome news businesses and to
maximize all of Kent Counties assets.

Thank you for your time,
William Kanto

Property Owner of 321 High Street
610-506-7947
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June 14, 2023 By //Jd /’-”5(’"'

Ronald Fithian, President, Kent County Commissioners
Albert Nickerson, Member

John Price, Member

100 High Street

Chestertown, MD 21620

Dear Commissioners,

Let’s be clear about today’s discussion. The question to be discussed and
ultimately decided by the County Commissioners is whether there is a public
need to increase the current zoning height restriction to 60 feet through the text
amendment process for the benefit of Russ Richardson as he is the only one
who owns property in the 301 corridor that is connected to county water and
sewer and has already submitted a concept plan for a 45’ structure.

This request is speculation as there is no actual project proposed thus we cannot
even estimate the amount of additional revenue to be generated. As the height
increase will change the cubic feet but not the square foot dimension, there may
be no actual revenue increase at all depending on how taxes are calculated. No
revenue increase, no public need.

Since there is no actual project, there has been no traffic study. We have not
been informed as to whether a taller building will result in more tractor trailer
traffic and thus more damage to our roads but any reasonable person would
assume that truck traffic will be significantly higher. There has been no study to
see whether revenue from such an imaginary building will be greater than the
cost to the county of repairing and maintaining roads. Because the County’s
liabilities may be greater than revenue, there is certainly no public need.

The 45 foot height limit is not arbitrary. Rather, it was set because that is the
greatest height that can be adequately screened. Once again, because there is
no site plan, we have no idea what the set back would be or what other actions
will be taken to mitigate the impact on the families who live in the vicinity. It is
very likely that the property values of the homes in the area will be reduced in
addition to increase in traffic and noise. There is no public need to put 60 foot
warehouses across the street from families. It is very peculiar that on two
instances, Chip McCloud, the attorney for the proposal, has praised how lucky he
is to not have to worry about a warehouse in his front yard because that land
around his house in preserved. Mr. McCloud also commented what a relief is
was to drive into Kent County after seeing all the distribution centers land other



development in | 95 but he has no qualms imposing such development on the
citizen of Millington.

Ironically, by increasing the height, there could be fewer jobs as the taller the
warehouse, the greater the automation. Again, no public need. And we can
expect to see our tourism revenues decline. | imagine there will be no ads or
commercials touting our beautiful warehouses and tractor trailer congestion but
people will see it with their own eyes as they approach the gateway to the
County and decide to drive by.

Since warehouses do not generate a multiplier effect, that is no dollars from the
existence of the building will return to the county from jobs or purchase of
services or supplies, a taller building will not add to revenue. In comparison, the
poultry industry had a multiplier of $14 because of the wages, supplies and other
businesses it supports. A warehouse is one of the worst developments when is
comes to expense to revenue per acre ratio and increasing the height will not fix
that, so no public need.

By approving the Zoning Text Amendment, the County Commissioners will be
setting a very bad precedent. Going forward, Mr. Richardson will likely go to the
County Commissioners to get relief or special treatment on any zoning restriction
that he thinks should not apply to him. By setting up a parallel approval process
for requests that the Planning Commission determines is not in the public interest
is a very dubious path to take. The County will cede all bargaining leverage to get
the best possible outcome. The only accountability will be at the ballot box. In
Harford County, a recently elected County executive, Bob Cassilly, won his seat
by proposing a moratorium on the uncontrolled proliferation of warehouses.

This process has reveled many flaws in the County’s decision making process.
Neither the Economic Development Department nor the Planning Department
has done or hired some one to conduct an economic impact study or an
environmental impact study to determine the long term liabilities including what
will happen when these warehouses are abandoned in the future happen or if
they will even be occupied in the first place. Long term liabilities are being
ignored.

If we want to be successful and prosperous, we need to collect facts, learn from

the mistakes of others to find out what we should avoid and what restrictions we

should impose and how to maximize our return. A call to Executive Bob Casually
would be a good first step.



Operating from fear that developers will run away if we tax them too much or
increase the forest conservation act or require them to be considerate of our
citizens is short-sighted. We have a valuable resource in our undeveloped land
and if we are to pave it over, we should be compensated well and aware of the
liabilities. Ignorance is no protection against consequences and there is no public
need to support this Zoning Text Amendment.

Sincerely,

Judy Gifford

St. Brigid's Farm

12246 Locust Grove Road
Kennedyville, MD 21645



Lacex Cox
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From: Shelley Heller

Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 10:52 AM

To: Kent County Commissioners

Subject: FW: Comments on 2-2023, for public comment by June 16
Attachments: Watson June 16 Testimony_2-2023.pdf

Another one.

\%’E?H&E‘Eﬁ?‘y

Shelley L. Heller

County Administrator
Kent County, Maryland
400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620
(410) 778-4600
sheller@kentgov.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic message is confidential information intended for the use of
the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this electronic message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please immediately notify us by
telephone and return or destroy the original message to assure that it is not read, copied, or distributed by others.

From: Elizabeth Watson, FAICP <aelizabethwatson@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 10:14 AM

To: Shelley Heller <sheller@kentgov.org>; William Mackey <wmackey@kentgov.org>
Subject: Re: Comments on 2-2023, for public comment by June 16

ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize

the sender and know the content is safe.
- KCIT Helpdesk

Hi, Shelley and Bill - attached is a letter with some last thoughts, in
reaction to Tuesday's hearing. Primarily, | thought the proponents for
CHR 2-2023 were missing the point the opponents were making. They
were not opposing support for economic development - in fact, you could
probably get them all in a room to talk through making our economic
prospects better, quite productively. Rather, they were opposing giving
away our negotiating power by right. Get this wrong, and we'll be dealing



with lasting negative impacts and major costs, for a long, long time to
come. Best regards - Elizabeth

A. Elizabeth Watson, FAICP
Heritage Strategies, LLC

p/ 410.725.1272

t/ 866.504.9079
www.heritagestrategies.com

226-B North Kent Street
Chestertown, MD 21620-1384

aelizabethwatson@ gmail.com

On Mon, Jun 12, 2023 at 3:53 PM Elizabeth Watson, FAICP <aelizabethwatson@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi, Shelley and Bill - attached please find my testimony about the Zoning
Text Amendment concerning development in the 301 corridor and
height limits. | am unable to attend tomorrow owing to a medical
appointment, but have arranged for a friend to present this testimony.

Kind regards - Elizabeth

A. Elizabeth Watson, FAICP
Heritage Strategies, LLC

p/ 410.725.1272

f/ 866.504.9079
www.heritagestrategies.com

226-B North Kent Street
Chestertown, MD 21620-1384

aelizabethwatson@ gmail.com




226 N. Kent St., Apt. B
Chestertown, MD 21620
June 15, 2023

Ronald Fithian, President, Kent County Commissioners (KCC)
Albert Nickerson, Member

John Price, Member

100 High Street

Chestertown, MD 21620

By email only to wmackey@kentgov.org and sheller@kentgov.org

Dear Commissioners:

In the public hearing you held on June 13, Commissioner Fithian praised all presenters for
their “professional” demeanor. For the most part, | agree!

| feel compelled, however, to summarize, as | really feel you should understand that what
you were hearing from opponents, including me, was not an argument about whether
Kent County needs more economic development or not — which seemed to be how the
proponents were hearing our arguments. We do need more! And as an actual professional
(consulting planner), | pledge to do my part to help.

Rather, opponents are arguing for more caution and study in light of bad experiences with
warehouse development elsewhere and Kent County’s complete lack of experience here.

The choice is WHETHER to retain negotiating power as we respond to changes requested
by developers or allow extra height by right, and HOW to make any change: piecemeal
outside the long-planned Comprehensive Zoning Update (CRU) you have promised versus
making this decision process part of the CRU, which could (but is not currently) consider
widening, modernizing, and streamlining economic development opportunities across the
county. Lastly, this action effectively affects only one project (a massive one, out of
proportion to Kent County’s infrastructure capacity, and possibly an illegal special law
under Maryland’s Constitution) and does nothing to improve our community’s overall
economic prospects. You can still support economic development in Kent County by
voting “NO” for CHR 2-2023.

All that the opponents are saying is: Not so fast, is this really a deal worth making, without
more thought and safeguards?

Sincerely yours,

S T

A. Elizabeth Watson, FAICP



TOWN OF BETTERTON

100 MAIN STRELET
P.O. BOX 339
BETTERTON, MARYLAND 21610

Phone: HO-3148-5522
Fax: 410-348-5131

info@iownotheterton.com

06/14/2023

Kent County Commissioners
400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620

Gentlemen,

I have reviewed the proposed text amendment to raise the height restriction along the Route 301
Comidor for certain commercial zoned properties and want to add my support to the proposed
amendment.

The need for economic and employment opportunities within Kent County is great.

[ believe that the proposed text amendment will increase the market availability of Kent County
as an employment center moving forward.

With that being said, [ can only speak for myself as I know that there are others that don’t see the
need for this amendment.

Again, I do support the proposed text amendment and hope that you will vote in favor.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Don Sutton
Mayor,
Town of Betterton, Maryland



Lacez Cox

From: Christina Stinchcomb <christinaeve22 @gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 6:51 AM

To: Kent County Commissioners

Subject: Subject: CHR 2-2023 Industrial Building Height
ATTENTION!

This email originated from an external source. DO NOT CLICK any links or attachments unless you recognize

the sender and know the content is safe.
- KCIT Helpdesk

Dear Kent County Commissioners:
Ron Fithian, President,

Albert Nickerson, Member,

John Price, Member,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the proposed zoning amendment related to
increasing the warehouse height at the 301/291 corridor.

My husband and I moved to Kent County from Boulder, Colorado in 2015. One of the reasons we
picked Kent County was for its natural beauty and the efforts behind maintaining the integrity of
the area.

We witnessed Boulder County and the surrounding area lose their small town charm over the
decades that we lived there. Urban sprawl killed what made it once so unique and special.

Kent County is a treasure. It has so much going for it and can continue to draw residents and
businesses that will add to its growth in ways that support its core values and ideals.

Kent kept out Walmart which was a big win for the county and one of the reasons we felt
wholeheartedly that Chestertown was where we would choose to call home for what we hope will
be the rest of our lives.

Please continue in this vein and stop the approval of this amendment which would have a
devastating impact on the landscape, the residents, and the overall character of our special
county.

We must take active steps towards protecting sustainability and work towards regeneration. If
this amendment is approved, our county will suffer a tremendous amount of damage and so
much of what we all love and appreciate about our county will be destroyed.

Thank you for your consideration,

Christina Stinchcomb

Christina Stinchcomb Airy Hill Stables 443.480.7369




Jillyn Coleman, Director, Parks & Recreation
7/18/2023
County Commissioners Meeting

Item Summary:
Recognition of Kent Youth Lacrosse (12 U) Coaches and Athletes.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
07.18.23 Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship Certificates of Recognition



This is to certify that
Benjamin Crow

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

e ML {52

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member John F/ Plrice, 'Member

July 18, 2023
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This is to certify that

Blake Kohl

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
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Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nlckerson Member ohn Prlce Member

July 18, 2023
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This is to certify that

Brayden Moore

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

oDt Ml S\ 1

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nlckerson Member John Prlce Member

July 18,2023
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This is to certify that

Brooks May

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President /’leert H. Nickerson, Member John F. Price, Mémber

July 18, 2023
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This is to certify that

Chapin Kusmider

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

R 2epe. ML SR

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member F Price, Member

July 18, 2023
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This is to certify that

Charlie Fry

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member Joh/F. Price, Member

July 18, 2023
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This is to certify that

Charlie Hickman

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

R AL pr@

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H N1ckerson Member PI‘ICC Member

July 18,2023
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This is to certify that

Charlie Wick

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Rt Al A— Qm@

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nlckerson Member . Price, Member

July 18,2023
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This is to certify that

Clay Fleetwood

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

oDl A (N

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albeﬁ H. Nickerson, Member

F. Price, Member

July 18, 2023
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This is proudly presented to

Creg Fleetwood

is hereby recognized

for his service as a Lacrosse Coach for the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team and for taking the team’s youth athletes
to the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship and completing an undefeated season.

Such commitment and loyalty are admired and well respected by many of whom you have coached. We, The

County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, thank you for your continued devotion, dedication, and
public service to Kent County youth and the community.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member

o

F. Price, Member

July 18, 2023
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This is proudly presented to

Drew Walters

is hereby recognized

for his service as a Lacrosse Coach for the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team and for taking the team’s youth athletes
to the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship and completing an undefeated season.

Such commitment and loyalty are admired and well respected by many of whom you have coached. We, The
County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, thank you for your continued devotion, dedication, and
public service to Kent County youth and the community.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

R e AL LR

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member Pr1ce Member

July 18, 2023
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This is proudly presented to

Glenn May

is hereby recognized

for his service as a Lacrosse Coach for the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team and for taking the team’s youth athletes
to the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship and completing an undefeated season.

Such commitment and loyalty are admired and well respected by many of whom you have coached. We, The
County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, thank you for your continued devotion, dedication, and
public service to Kent County youth and the community.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
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This is to certify that

Grant Campbell

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
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This is to certify that
Harrison Snead

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nlckerson Member John Prlce Member

July 18,2023



This is to certify that
James Coleman

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
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This is to certify that

Lawson Walters

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nlckerson Member Prlce Member

July 18,2023
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This is to certify that

Oakley Crabtree

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President Albert H. Nickerson, Member

A F. Price, Member

July 18,2023



This is to certify that

Owen Fry

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
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This is to certify that

Paul Tue IV

is hereby recognized

for his hard work and dedication to the Kent Honkers Lacrosse Team. His contribution helped his team complete
an undefeated season.

We, The County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, are proud to recognize and honor the Kent Honkers
12U Lacrosse Team for winning the Eastern Shore Youth Lacrosse Association Championship.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND
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