
June 13, 2023 
 

A meeting of the County Commissioners of Kent County was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
with the following present: Ronald H. Fithian, President, Albert H. Nickerson, and John F. Price.  
The meeting convened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner Fithian asked the audience 
to remain standing for a moment of silence for the victims and their families of the Denver 
Colorado shooting and the Kentucky Police Officer that was shot while in his car on duty.  Let us 
all hope this type of activity ends soon.   
 
 Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator, and Thomas N. Yeager, Attorney, were also 
present.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING – CODE HOME RULE BILL 2-2023, INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES 
IN 301 CORRIDOR 
 

A public hearing was held for the proposed Code Home Rule Bill 2-2023, Industrial 
Structures In 301 Corridor.  Public information regarding the hearing and minutes are posted on 
the County’s website https://www.kentcounty.com/commissioners/meeting-agenda. 
 
 At Commissioner Fithian’s request, the Board took a brief recess at the conclusion of the 
public hearing.   
 
ACTION ITEMS  
 
 The following Fiscal Year 2024 Budget actions were submitted to the Board for 
approval: 

1. Resolution 2023-08, Establishing the Kent County Tax Levy, July 1, 2023, 
through June 30, 2024.  Real Property is $1.022 on each one hundred dollars 
($100.00) of real property.  Public Utilities is $2.55 on each one hundred dollars 
($100.00) of property subject to taxation for County purposes.  Business 
Personal Property Tax on Public Utilities is $2.55 on each one hundred dollars 
($100.00) of property subject to taxation for County purposes.  On a motion by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 2023-08 as presented. 

2. Resolution 2023-09, Adoption of Income Tax Rate.  The rate is 3.20 percent of 
an individual’s Maryland taxable income.  On a motion by Commissioner Price 
and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously 
approved Resolution 2023-09 as presented. 

3. Resolution 2023-10, Establishing Water and Sewer Service Rates.  There is a 4% 
increase in the water and sewer rates from FY2023.  On a motion by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 2023-10 stating a 4% increase 
as presented. 

4. Resolution 2023-11, Adoption of the FY2024 Budget.   On a motion by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 2023-11, FY2024 budget as 
presented.  

 

https://www.kentcounty.com/commissioners/meeting-agenda
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CONSENT ITEMS  
 

On a motion by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved the following items: 
 

1. Regular Session Minutes, June 6, 2023 
2. Liquor Minutes, June 6, 2023 
3. Public Hearing Minutes, June 6, 2023 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
 Jim Miller, Director, Human Resources, requested to fill the Kent County Family Center 
Child Development Teacher vacancy.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners 
unanimously approved the recommended candidate for a conditional offer.  
 
OFFICE OF FINANCE 
 
 Pat Merritt, Chief Finance Officer, Finance Department, advised the contract with the 
current auditors S B & Company LLC expires at the end of FY2023.  The County has had a 
multi-year relationship with this vendor and has been extremely satisfied with their services.  
The Finance department received a proposal to continue services, which piggybacks off the 
recent contract with Washington County that was competitively bid.  Discussion took place.  On 
a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved the request as presented.  
 
KENT COUNTY DETENTION CENTER 
 
 Steven Wallace, Captain; Lacrisha Scarborough, Corporal; and Monaca Stickland, 
Officer; Kent County Detention Center (KCDC), presented an agreement for medical and mental 
health services for inmates.  These services are currently under contract with WellPath, and the 
original service agreement had been amended by extension/renewal multiple times over the 
years, and many aspects of the agreement changed.  WellPath has been unable to perform at the 
full capacity of its contractual obligations.  WellPath presented a proposed extension for FY2024 
in the amount of $635,965.00, significantly higher than the FY2023 proposal of $406,630.68.  A 
second vendor, PrimeCare Medical, Inc., submitted a proposal that piggybacks off an existing 
contract with Cecil County Correctional Facility.  PrimeCare Medical, Inc’s proposal came in 
with the same medical and mental health service coverages as WellPath, with an intended start 
date of July 17, 2023, and was priced at $741,669.84.  Although the proposal is higher than the 
current vendor, staff requests approval to contract with PrimeCare Medical, Inc., based on their 
rapport, professional standing, and the good reviews of other clients.  KCDC would like to 
extend WellPath’s Services from June 30th, 2023, to July 16th, 2023, a termination date that has 
been mutually discussed and agreed upon, and effective July 17, 2023, PrimeCare begin its 
services.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by 
Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously approved to sign a Medical and  
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Mental Health Services Contract with PrimeCare Medical Inc., effective as of July 17, 2023, in 
the amount of $741,669.84 for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 

Officer Stickland requested the award of a food services contract for inmate meals.  
Officer Stickland explained that Trinity Services Group, Inc. submitted a contract proposal for a 
three (3) year period with price increases each year.  KCDC most often falls into the 21-30 meals 
served range ($8.100 for FY2024, $8.505 for FY2025, and $8.930 for FY2026).  Pricing will 
continue on a sliding scale per the number of inmates served.  Trinity Services Group, Inc., was 
the sole bidder to the Request for Proposal (RFP) # DC 23-10.  Discussion took place.  On a 
motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously eliminated the staff meals and only feed the inmates due to the 
current financial situation the County is in.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price and 
seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously approved signing the 
Trinity Services Group Contract for inmate meals from July 1, 2023, to June 31, 2026.  
 
KENT COUNTY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
Scott Boone, Director, Information Technology, presented two requests: 
 

• Purchasing approval of the Alliance Technology Group to piggyback off Maryland DOIT 
Contract 060B2490022 in the amount of $71,815.00 for the purchase of firewalls and 
support.  To streamline processes, Kent County Information Technology (KCIT) 
proposed to install new firewalls with a five-year support contract which is reflected in 
the department’s FY2024 operating budget and will be prepaid.  Discussion took place.  
On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, 
the Commissioners unanimously approved the contract with Alliance Technology Group 
and to piggyback off MD DOIT Contract 060B2490022 in the amount of $71,815.00 for 
the purchase of firewalls and five (5) years of support. 

 
• Approval of the purchase requisition for the fourth year of the Central Square Contract in 

the amount of $139,936.22.  The County Commissioners entered into an agreement with 
Central Square in July 2019 for a five-year term.  The final year of the five-year contract 
term is July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024, in the amount of $139,936.22.  Discussion took place.  
On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, 
the Commissioners unanimously approved the purchase requisition for the fourth year of 
the Central Square Contract in the amount of $139,936.22.  

 
UPPER SHORE WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD  
 
 Dan Schneckenburger, Executive Director, Upper Shore Workforce Investment Board 
(USWIB) gave an overview of the Upper Shore Workforce Area, which is composed of five 
counties - Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne's, and Talbot.  The Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act (WIOA) requires a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
WIOA Partners, the USWIB, and the Upper Shore Counties.  The MOU records the 
understanding of all parties regarding the operation and management of the American Job 
Centers in the Upper Shore Area.  Kent County’s American Job Center is located at 115A S.  
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Lynchburg Street, Chestertown, MD 21620.  Mr. Schneckenburger requested Kent County’s 
concurrence and approval of the MOU.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners 
unanimously approved the Local Workforce Development Area Memorandum of Understanding 
2023-2025 for the Upper Shore Workforce Investment Board. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 

Mike Moulds, Director, Public Works Department, presented five items for the 
Commissioners’ review: 

 
• The FY2024 Cooperative Weed Control Agreement - The Maryland Department of 

Agriculture provides technical support for the County’s Noxious Weed Control Program 
through an annual Cooperative Agreement.  This is at no cost to the County.  Currently, 
the County weed control program is not active due to a lack of field personnel.  
Discussion took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by 
Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously approved the Noxious Weed 
Control Cooperative Agreement with the Department of Agriculture for FY2024. 
  

• The Cropland Lease Agreement, Village at Kennedyville - The Homeowners Association 
(HOA) for the Village at Kennedyville has requested the County retain the services of 
someone to mow the undeveloped Phase 2 land to control overgrowth.  The previous 
developer employed an adjoining property owner to periodically mow the property in 
return for the use of planting crops on approximately 5 acres.  The Department is 
requesting approval of a Cropland Lease Agreement for maintenance of the undeveloped 
portion of the Village at Kennedyville.  Discussion took place.   On a motion made by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners 
unanimously approved the signing of a Cropland Lease Agreement with Daniel McHenry 
for maintenance of the undeveloped land at the Village at Kennedyville.  

 
• Parks and Recreation Worton Park LED Lighting Upgrade Contract Revision - The 

vendor (Musco) requested two (2) minor revisions to the County's General Terms & 
Conditions for the Orem Field LED Light Upgrade project.  There is no change to the 
contract amount or project costs.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners 
unanimously approved the Worton Park LED Lighting Upgrade Contract, dated May 9, 
2023, as revised on May 19, 2023.   

 
• Water and Wastewater Division Sewer Allocation Request - The Division of Water and 

Wastewater Services received a request for a sewer allocation for a single-family lot on  
Carter Avenue on the Spring Cove service area at TM 0050, Parcel 0115, Lot 19.  This lot 
is located within the planned sewer area.  The allocation fee is $11,800.00.  Discussion 
took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner  
Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously approved one Sewer Allocation for a lot at 
the location of Tax Map 0050, Parcel 0115, Lot 19. 
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AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDS  

 
• Water and Wastewater Division, Worton Lagoon Project – The previously approved 

contract on January 24, 2023, with Denali Water Solutions is for the removal and disposal 
of sludge from the Worton Wastewater Treatment Plant Lagoon No.1.  The contract was 
based on the removal of 1,250 dry tons of material.  The contractor and construction 
manager are now estimating that the actual quantity as the project is concluding, will be 
610 tons.  As a result, the department made an inquiry to explore the processing of an 
estimated 75 dry tons of sludge in the plant digesters.  The original contract was for 
$1,400,500.00 to be paid from ARPA funds.  The estimated final cost for the lagoon 
sludge removal is $704,180.00.  The department negotiated with the contractor for the 
additional work for a cost of $111,600.00.  The proposed Change Order adds $30,000.00 
to the existing contract amount.  A final rectifying change order will adjust the contract 
amount based on the lower actual quantity of solids.  The funds to pay for the project are 
paid through ARPA. The Department recommends approval of the change order to take 
advantage of a portion of the remaining funds while the contractor is still mobilized on 
site.  It is anticipated that the final cost of the project will allow the remaining ARPA 
funds estimated at $784,000.00 to be proposed to be used toward replacing the existing 
sludge press at Worton.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner 
Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously 
approved Change Order No.1 in the amount of $30,000.00 for the removal of sludge from 
the Worton Wastewater Treatment Plant digesters under an existing contract with Denali 
Water Solutions. 

 
A copy of the ARPA Spend Plan outlining the approved expenditures to date was 

provided to the Commissioners for informational purposes. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 Ms. Heller, on behalf of Rosemary Ramsey Granillo, Director, Kent County Local 
Management Board, presented items:  
 

• First Amendment to Minary’s Dream Alliance, Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) – a 
budget increase for Minary's Dream Academy's after-school program from the Children's 
Cabinet Interagency Fund funding.  The additional funds will allow for an overnight 
experience at Echo Hill Outdoor School.  The total not-to-exceed (NTE) ceiling for the 
project increased by $9,989.00; from $90,000.00 to $99,989.00   Discussion took place.  
On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, 
the Commissioners unanimously approved the First Amendment to the MOA with 
Minary's Dream Alliance.  
 

• Findlay House Global Contract Amendment – A budget modification for implementing 
the “Y.O.U.R.” Kent County Youth Leadership Academy at Kent County High School 
was reflected in the Amendment presented.  The modification increases the contract 
amount to $61,909.00, an increase of $18,000.00.  This extends the period of the 
Leadership Academy and includes a culminating event on June 10, 2023, Art Works  
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Mental Health Awareness Symposium.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by 
Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson; the Commissioners 
unanimously approved the Findlay House Global contract amendment.  
 
Ms. Heller, on behalf of Jamie Williams, Director, Economic and Tourism Development, 

presented two items: 
 

• Request to reallocate $15,000.00 from Salaries and Benefits to Operating funds due to 
actual expenditure activity.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner 
Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously 
approved the reallocation of $15,000.00 from Salaries and Benefits to Operating within 
the Economic and Tourism Development Departmental Budget.  
 

• Request to appoint a candidate to fill an unexpired term on the Economic and Tourism 
Development Commission (ETDC).  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by 
Commissioner Nickerson and seconded by Commissioner Price, the Commissioners 
unanimously appointed Judy Gifford to a three-year term to the ETDC. 

 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 
 Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney, explained he has been working with Tanja M. 
Rucci, Land Acquisition and Disposal Lease Management and Procurement on the 
Intergovernmental Lease - By and Between the Board of County Commissioners of Kent 
County, Maryland, and Lessor, the State of Maryland, for use of the District Court of Maryland, 
Kent County Courthouse.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price 
and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously approved the term 
of the Lease of five (5) years, and subject to Section 7 of the State of Maryland Lease General 
Terms and Conditions, set forth in Addendum A, shall commence on July 1, 2023. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 Ms. Heller, on behalf of Wendy Keen, Supervisor of Special Education/Early 
Intervention Services, explained an interagency program with the Kent County Department of 
Social Services and Kent County Health Department.  The Infant and Toddlers program provides 
early intervention for students, birth – three years of age that have a 25% delay in any of the five 
developmental domains. The program is free of charge to Kent County children.  Ms. Keen 
requested the participation of an elected official to serve as the county representative on the local 
interagency coordinating council.  The responsibilities include attending four meetings in 
October, December, February, and May, annually.  The meetings include discussions on how the 
program can better serve the residents of Kent County who have children with delays or 
disabilities.  Discussion took place.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by 
Commissioner Fithian, the Commissioners unanimously appointed Commissioner Nickerson to 
serve as the County Representative on the Local Interagency Coordinating Council.  
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The Kent County Ethics Commission has not met within the past few years.  Tonya 

Thomas, Deputy Clerk, II/Secretary of Appointments, contacted a member to ensure there was 
interest to serve another term on the Commission.  The recommendation is to reappoint Lansing 
Williams to serve an additional 3-year term.  This action will bring the 5-member composition 
current, noting that in October of this year two (2) other members’ terms expire and there will be 
a need to consider appointments.   On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by 
Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously approved the recommended 
candidate to the Ethics Commission for three years.  Mr. Williams was first appointed in 2012 
and will serve an additional 3-year term.  
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  
 

Ms. Heller advised Commissioner Fithian signed the Constant Yield Tax Rate Notice 
from the Maryland Department of Assessment and Taxation on May 23, 2023, The County 
property tax rate as of July 1, 2023, will be $1.022.    

 
PUBLIC COMMENT   
 

The procedures for public comment were in effect and no one offered to comment.  
 
CONTINGENCY FUND 
 

The FY2023 Contingency balance as of June 6, 2023, is $199,719.00, and the FY2023 
use of Fund Balance is $371,715.00. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 

At 1:50 p.m., a motion was made by Commissioner Price, seconded by Commissioner 
Nickerson, and carried unanimously to go into closed session to discuss two matters.  The 
meeting was closed under the Annotated Code of Maryland, General Provisions Article § 3-305 
(b) (1) To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, 
compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or 
officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects 
one or more specific individuals; and (4) To consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a 
business or industrial organization to locate, expand, or remain in the State.  

 
Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator; Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney; Jim 

Miller, Director, Human Resources; Mike Moulds, Director, Public Works; and Sondra M. 
Blackiston, Clerk/KATE Manager, were also in attendance.   
 
1st MATTER - PROPOSAL FOR A BUSINESS TO LOCATE IN KENT COUNTY  
 
 Topic to be discussed:  Business Proposal from an entity looking to start a business 
within the County limits. 
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Reason for closing: The proposal from a business looking to locate in the County limits is 

confidential.  
 
 Commissioner Fithian shared that an interested person approached him about a proposed 
plan to open a business.  The Board requested staff obtain copies of any support letters in 
connection to the proposed business.    
 
2nd MATTER - PERSONNEL  

 
Topic to be discussed:  Personnel matters specific to adding or eliminating specific job 

positions, qualifications, and the compensation of individual positions. 
  
Reason for closing:   Personnel matters relating to specific employees are private. 

 
 Commissioner Nickerson shared a concern that he was made aware of over the weekend.   
The Board engaged in a lengthy discussion with staff.  Recommendations were discussed.  Staff 
supports the above-mentioned recommendations.   
 

At 3:00 p.m., a motion was made by Commissioner Price, seconded by Commissioner 
Nickerson, and carried unanimously to adjourn the closed session and reconvene in an open 
session.  

 
OPEN SESSION 
 

Commissioner Price summarized the Board discussed two matters in a closed session. 
The first item was a business proposal, and no action was taken at this point.  Staff will further 
explore the request.  The second item was a personnel request.  The Commissioners are 
expecting staff to proceed as directed.  On a motion made by Commissioner Price, seconded by 
Commissioner Nickerson, the Commissioners unanimously agreed with the summary as 
presented.   
 

At 3:02 p.m., on a motion by Commissioner Nickerson and seconded by Commissioner 
Price, the Commissioners unanimously approved adjourning the meeting.  The Board is 
scheduled to meet again on Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted,    
  
 
  
Sondra M. Blackiston 
Clerk  
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Approved: 
            
 
 

Ronald H. Fithian, President 
      The County Commissioners    
      of Kent County, Maryland 



 
 
 
 
 June 13, 2023 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
County Commissioners Ronald H. Fithian, Albert Nickerson, and John F. Price were in 

attendance as well as Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator, Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney, 
and Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning. 
 

Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney, read the public hearing procedures for testifying.  Mr. 
Yeager stated the public notice was duly advertised and included as part of the record.  The rules for 
a public hearing were in effect. 

 
CODE HOME RULE BILL NO. 2-2023, INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES IN 301 CORRIDOR 

 
The public hearing commenced at 10:03 a.m. in the County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 

R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr., Kent County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, MD.  A 
public hearing for the purpose of discussing Code Home Rule Bill No. 2-2023, Industrial Structures 
In 301 Corridor, AN ACT to amend Chapter 222, Zoning, of the Public Local Laws of Kent County, 
Maryland, also known as the Kent County Land Use Ordinance, in order to update Article V. District 
Regulations, Section 11. Commercial District, § 11.5 Density, Area, Height, Width, and Yard 
Requirements, by adding a new provision to regulate the height of industrial structures in general and 
by adding a new provision to regulate the permitted height of industrial structures in the 301 
Corridor; to update Article V. District Regulations, Section 14. Employment Center District, § 14.5 
Density, Height, Width, Bulk, and Fence Requirements, by adding a new provision to regulate the 
permitted height of industrial structures in the 301 Corridor; to update Article V. District 
Regulations, Section 15. Industrial District, § 15.5 Density, Height, Width, and Fence Requirements, 
by adding a new provision to regulate the permitted height of industrial structures in the 301 
Corridor; and to update Article XI, Definitions, Section 2. Definitions, by adding a new definition for 
the Route 301 Corridor, inserted as item #278.25. 
 

Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning (PHZ) summarized the intent of the 
legislation and explained the legislative process thus far.  An illustrative map of the proposed Route 
301 corridor was included with the public hearing materials.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

The following audience members provided comments during the public hearing in 
opposition of the Zoning Text Amendment: Christopher Kent; George Dupek; Melinda Bookwalter; 
Elliott Harwood; Pat Langenfelder; Allan Durham; John Lysinger; Grant Giel, Attorney, on behalf 
of Kent Conservation Preservation Alliance (KCPA); Wayne Gilchrest; Judy Gifford; Joe Howard; 
Ethan Jones; Owen Bailey; Steve Upton; and Dr. Judy Tubman, Kent Veterinary Center. 

 
The following audience members provided comments during the public hearing in support of 

the Zoning Text Amendment: Ed Birkmire; Beverly Birkmire; Jamie Williams, Director, Economic 
and Tourism Development; Joe Goetz, President, Kent County Public Schools Board of Education; 
Paula Reeder; Michael Riggin; P. Thomas Mason; Bryan Matthews; Dick Story; Dave Foster, 
Mayor, Town of Chestertown; Tom Timberman; Chip MacLeod, Attorney, representing Richardson 
Properties Corporation and Russ Richardson, and Everton Industrial Development Corporation; John 
Carroll, Jr., Mayor, Town of Galena; Michael Bitting; and Jim Gatto. 
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 Commissioner Fithian called for a brief recess and the hearing resumed at 12:05 p.m. 
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS  
 
 The following written comments were received prior to the hearing in opposition of the 
Zoning Text Amendment: Kent County Planning Commission; Owen Bailey, Director, Land Use 
and Policy, Eastern Shore Land Conservancy; Elizabeth Peterson; Christopher Kent and Michael 
Kent; Vernon and Carol Miller; A. Elizabeth Watson; Janet Christensen-Lewis; Daniel J. Bliss and 
Martha R. Bliss; Laura A. Wolfe; and Frank Lewis. 
 

The following written comments were received prior to the hearing in support of the Zoning 
Text Amendment: John Carroll, Mayor, Town of Galena; Sarah King, Executive Director, Kent 
County Chamber of Commerce; Bryan Matthews, Kate Gray, Charlie Athey, Kent Forward; D. 
Aaron Bramble, Chair, Economic and Tourism Development Commission; Chip MacLeod, 
Attorney, representing Richardson Properties Corporation and Russ Richardson; Kate Gray; Joanne 
and Jim Rich, Inn at Huntingfield Creek; Bill Flook; D. Aaron Bramble, Owner, Tolchester Marina; 
Cindy Genther, Maryland Broker, The Flynn Company; Beverly Birkmire; Edward Birkmire; 
Suzanne Einstein, President, Greater Rock Hall Business Association; Paula Reeder; Emily McCoy; 
Rick Carter, Delmarva Craft; James Cook, Mayor, Town of Rock Hall; Michael Bitting; and Joe 
Goetz, President, Kent County Public Schools Board of Education. 

 
Commissioner Fithian acknowledged each written comment received and read written 

comments into the record from those who did not speak during the public comments time frame of 
the hearing. 

 
It was noted during the hearing that written comments would be accepted in the County 

Commissioners’ Office until 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 16, 2023, for Code Home Rule Bill No. 2-
2023, Industrial Structures In 301 Corridor.  The legislative bill is scheduled to be considered for a 
vote on Tuesday, July 18, 2023.  The public hearing concluded at 12:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Sondra M. Blackiston 
Clerk/ KATE Manager 
 
                                 Approved: 

    
 
           
 Ronald H. Fithian, President         
 The County Commissioners 

      of Kent County, Maryland 



June 13, 2023     
 

The Board of License Commissioners met today with the following present: Ronald H. 
Fithian, presiding, Albert H. Nickerson, and John F. Price.  

 
Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator, and Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney were also 

present.  
 
CONSENT ITEM 
 

On a motion made by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved Consent Item #2 - Liquor Minutes, June 6, 2023.  
 
SPECIAL CLASS C LICENSES 
 

ShoreRivers applied for a Beer, Wine, and Liquor Special Class C per diem license.  The 
fundraising event is scheduled for June 24, 2023, from 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at Wilmer Park, 
Chestertown, MD 21620.  

 
Eastern Shore Rabbit Rescue applied for two (2) Beer only Special Class C per diem licenses.  

The events are scheduled for July 4, 2023, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at their fundraising event at 
5745 N. Main Street, Rock Hall, MD 21661, and September 9, 2023, for a running race from 8:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Hopkins Game Farm, 13003 Turners Creek Road, Kennedyville, MD 21645.  

 
The applications were reviewed and met the requirements to be approved for an event 

license.  There being no objections to any of the applications, the Board took one vote for all three 
applications.  On a motion by Commissioner Price and seconded by Commissioner Nickerson, the 
Commissioners unanimously approved all as presented.  
 

At 3:02 p.m., a motion was made by Commissioner Nickerson, seconded by Commissioner 
Price, the Commissioners unanimously approved adjourning the meeting.  The Board is scheduled to 
meet again on Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.  
 
THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
 
 
Sondra M. Blackiston 
Clerk/KATE Manager   
    
 

Approved: 
 
 
        

Ronald H. Fithian, President 
                                                                                     The County Commissioners 
                                                                                  of Kent County, Maryland 
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