
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

AGENDA
 

May 11, 2021

10:00 AM Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence

Kent County Government Operations, Dial 1-872-239-8359 and enter Conference ID 508 966 657#

Public Notices

Ordinance No. 6-2021 Execution of A Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement
Fair Summary Notice 

Code Home Rule Bill No. 8-2021 Agricultural Advisory Commission
Public Hearing Notice 

Alcoholic Beverage License Hearing
Watershed on High, LLC trading as Watershed Restaurant 

Consent Items

#1 - Regular Session Minutes, May 4, 2021

#2 - Liquor Minutes, May 4, 2021

#3 - Closed Session Minutes May 4, 2021

#4 - Kent School Inc, Raffle Only, May 21, 2021

#5 - Olde Kent Quilter's Guild, Raffle Only, November, 16, 2021

County Attorney

Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney

Public Hearing

Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning
Code Home Rule Bill 7-2021 Farm Breweries In The Agricultural Zoning District

Departmental Appointments

Mike Bitting, Chief Enforcement Officer
Request To Approve Updating The Plumbing Code

Mike Bitting, Chief Enforcement Officer
Request To Implement HVAC Inspections As Standard Practice

Human Resources Director

Economic & Tourism Development
Recommendation to Hire Applicant for Administrative Assistant II Vacancy  

Parks and Recreation
Summer Applicants

Planning, Housing, and Zoning



Recommendation to Hire Applicant for Associate Planner Vacancy  

Public Works Director

Environmental Operations Division
Public Landings and Facilities Board

Environmental Operations Division
Disposal Permit Proposal

Circuit Courtroom HVAC Emergency Repair
Contingency Fund Request for Emergency Repair

County Administrator Report

Eastern Shore Entrepreneurship Center
Maryland Relief Act of 2021

Public Notice, Five-County Joint Meeting
May 19, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Kent Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement KATE

J. Terry Ober, Inspector, Kent Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement
License Update 

Public Comment/Media Review Dial 1-872-239-8359 and enter Conference ID 508 966 657#

Procedures for Public Comment

Contingency Fund

Contingency and Use of Fund Balance Report

Closed Session

Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning
Legal
This meeting will be closed under the Annotated Code of Maryland General Provisions
Article § 3-305 (b) (7) To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; and (8) To
consult
with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation

(Meetings are conducted in Open Session unless otherwise indicated. All or part of County Commissioners' meetings
can be held in closed session under the authority of the MD Open Meetings Law by vote of the Commissioners.
Breaks are at the call of the President. Please note that times listed for specific items on the agenda are only
estimates, and that the order of agenda items may change as time dictates or allows. Meetings are subject to audio
and video recordings.)



Ordinance No. 6-2021 Execution of A Law Enforcement Mutual Aid
Agreement
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Fair Summary Notice 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Ordinance No. 6-2021 Execution of A Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement Fair Summary Notice
Ordinance No. 6-2021 Execution of A Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement ADOPTED Legislation























































Code Home Rule Bill No. 8-2021 Agricultural Advisory Commission
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Public Hearing Notice 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
CHR 8-2021 Public Hearing Notice
Code Home Rule Bill No. 8-2021 Agricultural Advisory Commission DRAFT Legislation





 

 

BILL NO. 8-2021 

CAPITALS AND BOLD INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW. 
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THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

May 4, 2021 Legislative Session Day 

Legislative Session Day May 4, 2021 

 

CODE HOME RULE 

BILL NO. 8-2021 

 

INTRODUCED BY: P. Thomas Mason, President of the Board of County Commissioners for Kent 

County, Maryland. 

 

AN ACT to amend Chapter 172, Agriculture Advisory Commission, of the Code of Public Laws 

of Kent County, Maryland, by amending the text to change the appointment requirements, revise 

the process for filling vacancies, clarify the functions of the Commission and its required reporting, 

and identify procedures related to recusal, quorum, and the efficacy of voting in different scenarios.  

 

 

 THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

 OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 P. Thomas Mason, President 

 

 

INTRODUCED, read first time, May 4, 2021, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled May 

18, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Commissioners Hearing Room, R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr., Kent 

County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, Maryland. 

 

 

 By order of: 

 

 

 

 _________________________ 

 Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

HAVING been posted and notice of time and place of hearing and copies having been made 

available to the public and the press, a public hearing was held on May 18, 2021. Reported 

favorably [with] [without] amendments; read a second time and ordered to be considered on June 

1, 2021, a legislative session day. 
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A BILL ENTITLED CHR 8-2021 AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND that Part III, Land Use Legislation, Chapter 172 the Code of 

Public Laws of Kent County is hereby amended as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 172 

 

AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 

§ 172-1 Appointments; residency requirements; vacancies; term. 

 

A. The Board of County Commissioners of Kent County shall appoint a seven-member 

commission which shall be known as the "Kent County Agriculture Advisory Commission" and 

which shall MAY consist of a  representativeS from each election district VARIOUS TYPES OF 

FARMS (FARMING SECTORS) AND FARM-SUPPORTIVE BUSINESSES of Kent 

County. All persons appointed must be residents of Kent County and must be actively engaged in 

an agriculture pursuit IN A BUSINESS THAT SUPPORTS FARMS, FARMING, OR THE 

AGRICULTURAL SECTOR IN GENERAL, AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD. 

The Commission may be selected from a list containing at least two (2) names of persons living in 

each election district prepared by the existing Kent County Agriculture Advisory Committee.  

 

B. If any vacancy occurs for any cause during the term of any Commission member, the Board of 

County Commissioners, with regard to those persons in agriculture, may fill the vacancy from a 

list of at least two (2) names supplied by the Commission from the election district where the 

former Commission member lived. The Board of County Commissioners shall have full power to 

remove any member of the Commission for incompetency or for improper conduct or for an 

inexcusable nonattendance of meetings, by satisfactory evidence being presented to it of such 

condition. The term of each member shall be three (3) years or until his A successor takes office, 

except the respective terms of the members just appointed shall be on a staggered basis, with some 

members being appointed for one (1) year, some two (2) years and some three (3) years, AS 

NEEDED FOR STAGGERING. No member shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. 

 

§ 172-2 Chairman; records to be kept. 

 

A. The Commission shall elect a Chairman from one (1) of its members and create and fill such 

other offices as it may determine. The term of the chairman shall be one (1) year with eligibility 

for reelection. 

 

B. The Commission shall hold a minimum of nine (9) meetings per year; shall adopt rules for the 

transaction of business and shall keep records of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and 

determinations. Each record shall be a public record. The Board of County Commissioners shall 

determine from year to year what, if any, expenses and/or salaries shall be paid the Commission 

members, and what, if any, budget shall be set. 
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§ 172-3 Function of Commission. 

 

A. It shall be the function of the Commission to provide advice to the Planning Commission of 

Kent County and to the Board of County Commissioners concerning any proposals and zoning 

changes coming before them affecting agriculture in Kent County. In this regard, the Planning 

Administrator DEPARTMENT shall notify the Commission of all such proposals, plans and 

changes, except those applications for permitted uses, within APPROXIMATELY fifteen (15) 

days of receipt of REQUESTS AND applicationS for such proposals, plans and changes; and t.  

The Commission shall render its advice in writing to the appropriate body within thirty (30) days 

of notification A REASONABLE TIMEFRAME.  

 

B. Additionally, the Commission shall recommend proposed changes or programs for improving 

the Comprehensive Plan, the Zoning Ordinance for Kent County, the Subdivision Ordinance for 

Kent County, zoning district changes and any other changes and programs which will improve and 

promote agriculture in Kent County. All such recommendations shall be made in writing to the 

Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners. 

 

§ 172-4 Report; review of Commission. 

 

The Commission shall annually prepare, adopt, and file a report with the Board of County 

Commissioners WHEN REQUESTED. The annual report shall be available for public inspection. 

The Commission shall be subject to review by the Board of County Commissioners and the 

decisions of the Commission shall be subject to review by the Board of County Commissioners, 

which shall be the final authority.  

 

§ 172-5 Quorum. 

 

A majority of all the members appointed to the Commission shall constitute a quorum at any 

regular or special meeting of the Commission. IF ANY MEMBERS RECUSE THEMSELVES 

FOR SPECIFIC ITEMS AND/OR VOTES, THE REMAINING MEMBERS SHALL BE 

CONSIDERED A VALID QUORUM FOR THE PURPOSES OF CONDUCTING 

BUSINESS ON SAID ITEMS AND/OR VOTES. IN THE EVENT THAT ONLY ONE 

MEMBER IS AVAILABLE TO VOTE ON AN ITEM, THIS CAN BE CONSIDERED A 

VALID VOTE BY THE COMMISSION, AS LONG AS A QUORUM OF MEMBERS ARE 

PRESENT AT THE MEETING. THE COMMISSION SHALL ONLY MEET AS NEEDED. 
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BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the County Commissioners of Kent County that this Act 

shall take effect on the______ day of __________________. 

 

 

Read Third Time __________________________ 

 

 

PASSED this ______ day of _________________ 

 

 

Failed of Passage _________________________ 

 

 

 

 By order of: 

 

 

 _________________________ 

 Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

 OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 P. Thomas Mason, President 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 Ronald H. Fithian, Member 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 Robert N. Jacob, Jr., Member 

 

 

ORDERED a fair summary thereof of the entire bill shall be published in at least one newspaper 

of general circulation in the County, not less than three times at weekly intervals within a four-

week period. 



Alcoholic Beverage License Hearing
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Watershed on High, LLC trading as Watershed Restaurant

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
04.29.21 Watershed on High Hearing Notice





#1 - Regular Session Minutes, May 4, 2021
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description



#2 - Liquor Minutes, May 4, 2021
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description



#3 - Closed Session Minutes May 4, 2021
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description



#4 - Kent School Inc, Raffle Only, May 21, 2021
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
5-2021 Kent School Inc, Raffle Only, May 21, 2021, Application
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#5 - Olde Kent Quilter's Guild, Raffle Only, November, 16, 2021
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
6-2021 Olde Kent Quilter's Guild, Raffle Only, November, 16, 2021, Application





Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Procedures for Testifying In-Person and Live Call-In



 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY 

PROCEDURES FOR TESTIFYING 

 

 

 

 It is our desire that everyone who wishes to contribute to this democratic process be given a fair 

and uninterrupted opportunity to be heard.  To ensure equal opportunity for individual input for the topic 

under discussion, certain rules must be followed by all persons who are to testify. 

 

   Hearings are open to the public, and public comment is encouraged.  The rules to govern our 

hearings are few but are intended to guide our proceedings.  The hope is that each person testifying will 

be self-governed, thereby contributing to fairness for all. 

 

 

 The Chair will remind anyone who testifies when he/she has violated the rules of the proceeding. 

 

Rule 1: Anyone who wishes to testify must identify themselves. 

 

Rule 2: Each person testifying will have three minutes for his/her remarks. 

 

Rule 3: The Chair will maintain order via voice commands. 

 

Rule 4: Stick to the issues at hand. 

 
 In-Person comments will be taken first, then live call-in comments will be taken in the order in 

which they were received.  The County Clerk will acknowledge each caller and announce the last 4 

digits of the phone number that was used to call in with.  The Clerk will also ask to have the caller 

unmute their phone allowing them to testify at that time.  All written comments will be read into record 

by a County Staff member immediately after all calls have been taken.   

 
Written comments will be accepted until Friday, May 14, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. by the following methods:  

 

By email:  

kentcounty@kentgov.org  

 

By letter:  

The County Commissioners of Kent County  

400 High Street  

Chestertown, MD 21620 



Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Code Home Rule Bill 7-2021 would amend Chapter 222, Zoning, of the County Code of Kent County,
Maryland, also known as the Kent County Land Use Ordinance in order to allow a “Farm Brewery, as defined
by the State of Maryland” as a permitted use by right in the Agricultural Zoning District.
 
On February 4, 2021, the Kent County Planning Commission conducted a public hearing and reviewed the
proposed amendment to Article V, Section 1.2 of the Kent County Land Use Ordinance by adding subsection
7.5, farm breweries as defined by the State of Maryland.
 
The Planning Commission voted unanimously to send a favorable recommendation to the County
Commissioners finding the following:
 

· The public need of the amendment is to allow for the development of small, locally owned business
which will create jobs, support tourism, and economic development.
· Was recommended by Staff and the Agricultural Advisory Commission.
·       Complies with the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Ordinance. 
·  The property and zoning district are suited for this use.

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Code Home Rule Bill No. 7-2021 Farm Breweries In The Agricultural Zoning District Public Hearing Notice
Code Home Rule Bill No. 7-2021 Farm Breweries In The Agricultural Zoning District DRAFT Legislation
KATE Comments for Farm Breweries
Excerpt from Md Annotated Code re Farm Breweries
Staff report to PC re proposed Farm Breweries in AZD
Letter from PC re proposed Farm Breweries in AZD
Letter from AAC to PC re proposed Farm Breweries in AZD
Application submitted for Text Change
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CAPITALS & BOLD INDICATES MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW. 

Strike through indicates matter deleted from existing law. 

 

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

April 20, 2021 Legislative Session Day 

Legislative Session Day April 20, 2021 

 

CODE HOME RULE 

BILL NO. 7-2021 

 

INTRODUCED BY: P. Thomas Mason, President of the Board of County Commissioners for Kent 

County, Maryland. 

 

AN ACT to amend Article V, District Regulations, Section 1, Agricultural Zoning 

District, Section 1.2 Permitted Principal Uses and Structures of the Kent County Land Use 

Ordinance, by adding a new § 7.5 in order to allow a “Farm Brewery, as defined by the State of 

Maryland” as a permitted use by right in the Agricultural Zoning District. 

 

 

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 P. Thomas Mason, President 

 

 

INTRODUCED, read first time, April 20, 2021, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled, May 

11, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commissioners Hearing Room, R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr., 

Kent County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, Maryland. 

 

 

 By order of: 

 

 

 

 _________________________ 

 Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

HAVING been posted and notice of time and place of hearing and copies having been made 

available to the public and the press, a public hearing was held on May 11, 2021. Reported 

favorably [with]  [without] amendments; read a second time and ordered to be considered on May 

18, 2021, a legislative session day. 
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 A BILL ENTITLED CHR 7-2021 FARM BREWERIES IN THE AGRICULTURAL 

ZONING DISTRICT 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND that the Kent County Land Use Ordinance is hereby amended 

as follows: 

 

ARTICLE V.  

 

DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

 

SECTION 1. AGRICULTURAL ZONING DISTRICT 

 

. . .    

  

1.2 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES 

 

A building or land may be used only for the following purposes: 

 

1. Agriculture, including horticulture, hydroponics, general farming, orchards, groves, or 

nurseries for growing or propagation of plants, trees, and shrubs. 

 

. . .  

 

7. Erosion and flood control structures. 

 

7.5 FARM BREWERY, AS DEFINED BY THE STATE OF MARYLAND. 

 

8. Greenhouses, wholesale or retail. 

 

. . .  
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BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the County Commissioners of Kent County that this Act 

shall take effect on the_______ day of ______________________. 

 

 

Read Third Time _______________________ 

 

 

PASSED this ______ day of ______________, 2021. 

 

 

Failed of Passage ____________________ 

 

 

 

 By order of: 

 

 

  

 _________________________ 

 Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

     THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

     OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND  

(SEAL)          

 

 

 ________________________ 

 P. Thomas Mason, President 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 Ronald H. Fithian, Member 

 

 

 ________________________ 

 Robert N. Jacob, Jr., Member 

 

 

ORDERED a fair summary thereof of the entire bill shall be published in at least one newspaper 

of general circulation in the County, not less than three times at weekly intervals within a four-

week period. 



 

 

Commissioners’ Office  

Memo 
To: Commissioners Mason, Fithian, and Jacob 

From: Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk/KATE Manager  

cc: Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator 
Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney 
William Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning 
J. Terry Ober, Inspector    
 

Date: April 14, 2021 

Re: Kent County Alcoholic Beverage Licensure Process  

 
Alcoholic Beverages Division I. General Provisions of the Annotated Code of Maryland defines 
(4) “brewery” Manufacturer’s Licenses:  

• Class 5 brewery license 

• Class 6 pub-brewery license  

• Class 7 micro-brewery license  

• Class 8 farm brewery license   

Staff supports the proposed amendment to the Kent County Land Use Ordinance relative to a 
Farm Brewery with the following comments:  
 
A Class 8 Farm Brewery is permitted by the State and the scope of the license is defined in Title 
2 State-Issued Permits and Licenses, Manufacturer’s Licenses (attached for reference).  The 
proposed business must meet all local zoning laws, regulations, or ordinances in accordance 
with the County’s Land Use Ordinance to successfully apply for State-Issued Permits and 
Licenses.    
 
A Code Home Rule Bill to amend the Agricultural Zoning District would achieve zoning 
compliance however, Kent County does not have the jurisdictional power or authority to issue a 
local alcoholic beverage license to a Farm Brewery.  This would require a legislative action 
through the General Assembly to update Kent County’s Alcoholic Beverage Regulations.   



 

2 

 
 
Kent County has previously enacted two Code Home Rule bills amending the Land Use 
Ordinance to allow Microbrewery as defined by the State:  

CHR 4-2013 Commercial District  
CHR 5-2020 Crossroads Commercial District 

 
Currently, Alcoholic Beverages Division II. Title 24 Kent County of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland allows for County licensing variations to (2) manufacturer’s licenses:  
 

Class 6 Pub-Brewery can apply for a Kent County Class B beer, wine, and liquor license 
for use on the premise of a restaurant: pub-brewery shall be located immediately 
adjacent to the restaurant.  

 
Class 7 Micro-brewery can apply for a Kent County Class D license (bar i.e. under 21 
prohibited) as well as a Class B license.  

 
 
 



 

 
Md. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES Code Ann. § 2-210 

Statutes current through legislation effective November 6, 2020 

• MD - Annotated Code of Maryland 

• ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

• DIVISION I. GENERAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING MULTIPLE 

JURISDICTIONS 

• TITLE 2. STATE-ISSUED PERMITS AND LICENSES 

• SUBTITLE 2. MANUFACTURER'S LICENSES 

 
Notice 

 

 This section has more than one version with varying effective dates. To view a complete list 
of the versions of this section see Table of Contents. 
 
 
§ 2-210. Class 8 farm brewery license (Reference change effective January 1, 2021.) 

(a) Established. -- There is a Class 8 farm brewery license. 
(b) Scope of authorization -- In general. -- 
(1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, a license holder may sell and deliver beer 
manufactured in a facility on the licensed farm or in a facility other than one on the 
licensed farm to: 
(i) a wholesaler licensed to sell and deliver beer in the State; or 
(ii) a person in another state authorized to acquire beer. 
(2) The beer to be sold and delivered under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be 
manufactured with an ingredient from a Maryland agricultural product, including hops, grain, 
and fruit, produced on the licensed farm. 
(c) Scope of authorization -- Specific acts. -- A license holder may: 
(1) 
(i) sell beer produced by the license holder for on-premises consumption; 
(ii) in an amount not exceeding 6 fluid ounces per brand, provide samples of beer that the license 
holder produces to a consumer: 
1. at no charge; or 
2. for a fee; 
(iii) sell or serve: 
1. bread and other baked goods; 
2. chili; 
3. chocolate; 
4. crackers; 
5. cured meat; 
6. fruits (whole and cut); 
7. hard and soft cheese (whole and cut); 
8. salads and vegetables (whole and cut); 



9. ice cream; 
10. jam; 
11. jelly; 
12. vinegar; 
13. pizza; 
14. prepackaged sandwiches and other prepackaged foods ready to be eaten; 
15. soup; and 
16. condiments; and 
(iv) subject to subsection (e)(2) of this section, sell or serve any food if the license holder is 
licensed to operate a food establishment under Title 21, Subtitle 3 of the Health - General 
Article; 
(2) store, in a segregated area approved by the Comptroller, beer produced by the license holder 
for sale and delivery to a wholesaler licensed in the State or a person outside the State authorized 
to acquire the beer; 
(3) brew, bottle, or contract for not more than 15,000 barrels of beer each calendar year; 
(4) contract with the holder of a Class 2 rectifying license, a Class 5 brewery license, or 
a Class 7 micro-brewery license to brew and bottle beer from ingredients produced on the 
licensed farm; 
(5) import, export, and transport its beer in accordance with this section; 
(6) store, brew, and bottle beer in a facility listed on a permit issued to the license holder in 
accordance with § 2-113 of this title, for sale and delivery to a wholesaler licensed in the State or 
a person outside the State authorized to acquire the beer, or shipment back to the licensed farm, 
if: 
(i) the license holder does not serve or sell beer at the warehouse; and 
(ii) the Comptroller has full access at all times to the warehouse to enforce this article; and 
(7) enter into a temporary delivery agreement with a distributor only for delivery of beer to a 
beer festival or a wine and beer festival, and the return of any unused beer, if: 
(i) the festival is in a sales territory for which the license holder does not have a franchise with a 
distributor under the Beer Franchise Fair Dealing Act in Title 5, Subtitle 1 of this article; and 
(ii) the temporary delivery agreement is in writing. 
(d) Limitation on brewery location. -- 
(1) A Class 8 farm brewery may be located only at the place stated on the license. 
(2) The place listed on the license shall be in compliance with § 1-405(b) of this article. 
(e) Preemption of local law; gross receipts ratio requirements. -- 
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection and notwithstanding any local law, a 
license holder may exercise the privileges of a Class 8 farm brewery license. 
(2) A license holder who sells foods under subsection (c)(1)(iv) of this section shall meet the 
same ratio of gross receipts between food and alcoholic beverages sales as a holder of a Class D 
beer and wine license or an equivalent license in the jurisdiction, as the local licensing board 
determines. 
(f) Hours of operation. -- Subject to subsections (i) and (j) of this section, a license holder at the 
location listed on the license may exercise the privileges of the license each day from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. 
(g) Days of operation. -- Except as provided in Division II of this article, 
a Class 8 farm brewery license allows the license holder to operate 7 days a week. 



(h) Section not to limit application of Health - General Article. -- Nothing in this section 
limits the application of relevant provisions of Title 21 of the Health - General Article, and 
regulations adopted under that title, to a license holder. 
(i) Multibrewery activity. -- 
(1) A license holder may sponsor a multibrewery activity at the location issued on the license 
that: 
(i) includes the products of other Maryland breweries; and 
(ii) provides for the sale of beer by the glass for on-premises consumption only. 
(2) In a segregated area approved by the Comptroller at the location listed on the license, a 
license holder may store the products of other Maryland breweries for the multibrewery activity. 
(3) The multibrewery activity: 
(i) may be held from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day; and 
(ii) may not exceed 3 consecutive days. 
(j) Brewery promotional event permit. -- 
(1) The Comptroller may issue a brewery promotional event permit to a license holder. 
(2) At least 15 days before holding a planned promotional event, the license holder shall obtain a 
permit from the Comptroller by filing a notice of the promotional event on the form that the 
Comptroller provides. 
(3) The permit authorizes the license holder to conduct at the location listed on the license a 
promotional event at which the license holder may: 
(i) provide samples of not more than 6 fluid ounces per brand to consumers; and 
(ii) sell beer produced by the license holder to persons who participate in the event. 
(4) The beer at the event shall be sold by the glass and for on-premises consumption only. 
(5) The license holder may not be issued more than 12 permits in a calendar year. 
(6) A single promotional event: 
(i) may be held from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day; and 
(ii) may not exceed 3 consecutive days. 
(7) The permit fee is $ 25 per event. 
(k) Fee. -- The annual license fee is $ 200. 
(l) Reports on total beer production. -- 
(1) On or before October 1 each year, the Comptroller shall report to the Senate Education, 
Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee and the House Economic Matters Committee, in 
accordance with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the total beer production of 
each Class 8 license holder in the preceding fiscal year, identified by jurisdiction and license 
holder. 
(2) Each holder of a Class 8 license shall report to the Comptroller the information needed to 
prepare the annual report required under this subsection. 
(3) The Comptroller shall include the information reported under this subsection in the annual 
report submitted under § 1-316 of this article. 
 
 
 
History 

 
 
2019, ch. 12, § 11; 2020, ch. 359, § 1; ch. 360, § 1. 



PRELIMINARY STAFF REPORT 
 
TO: Kent County Planning Commission 
SUBJECT: Zoning Text Amendment – Farm Breweries in Agricultural Zoning District 
DATE: January 25, 2021 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL 
The applicants, James and Shirley Alexander, propose to amend Article V, Section 1.2, Agricultural Zoning 
District, Permitted Principal Uses and Structures, by adding 7.5, farm breweries as defined by the State of 
Maryland. This amendment would allow license holders to brew, bottle, store, and sell not more than 15,000 
barrels of beer each calendar year. Farm brewery is defined in Maryland Alcohol Article §2-210. License 
holders may sell beer and certain foods for on-premise consumption. The beer brewed under this type of 
license must be manufactured with an ingredient from a Maryland agricultural product, including hops, 
grain, and fruit, produced on the licensed farm.  
 
Staff is also recommending that the bill be amended to require site plan review: 
 

Farm breweries are subject to site plan review by the Planning Commission or where applicable 
the Planning Director. 

 
APPLICABLE LAW 
Article XII, Section 6 of the Kent County Land Use Ordinance establishes the standards for the review and 
approval of a zoning text amendment as follows. 
 
1. The County Commissioners may amend, supplement, or change the boundaries of the districts or the 
regulations of this Ordinance. Any amendment may be initiated by a resolution of the County 
Commissioners, the motion of the Planning Commission, or petit ion of any property owner using forms 
specified by the Planning Commission. 
 
2. The application for an amendment to the text of the Ordinance shall, at a minimum, state in particular the 
article section, and paragraph sought to be amended. The application shall contain the language of the 
proposed amendment and shall recite the reasons for the proposed change in text. 
 
4. Before taking any action on any proposed amendment, supplement, or change, the County 
Commissioners shall submit the proposal to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. 
The Planning Commission may hold a hearing on any proposed amendment, supplement, or change before 
submitting its recommendation to the County Commissioners.  
The Planning Commission may request any pertinent data and information as it deems necessary. In its 
recommendation, the Planning Commission shall address: 

a) The public need for the proposed amendment; and 
b) The extent to which the proposed amendment complies with or deviates from the 

Comprehensive Plan and the Critical Area Law. 
c) When reviewing an amendment to the zoning map, the Planning Commission shall address 

the suitability of the property in question for the uses permitted under the proposed zoning.  
The Planning Commission shall not recommend the adoption of the amendment unless it 
finds that the adoption of the amendment is in the public interest and not solely for the 
interest of the applicant. Failure of the Planning Commission to report to the County 
Commissioners within 60 days after its first meeting after the proposal was referred to them, 
shall be deemed approval. 

 



Zoning Text Amendment – Agricultural Zoning District  
 Farm Breweries – 2 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
The proposed text amendment is consistent with the Kent County Comprehensive Plan’s strategies to: 

- Promote the development of small, locally owned businesses.  
- Recruit new businesses which are compatible with the County’s environmental resources.  
- Encourage the development of farm-based business including agri-tourism. 
- Promote and expand facilities, services, and activities that support natural resource-based economic 

development. 
- Support programs and initiatives to maintain the economic viability of agriculture. 
- Encourage more young people to live and work in Kent County. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS 
The Kent County Agriculture Advisory Commission met on January 13th and voted to make a favorable 
recommendation of this proposal. Their letter is included in your packet.  
 
The Planning Commission will consider the public need for the amendment and consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Ordinance.  
 
The public need for this text amendment is to allow for the development of small, locally owned businesses, 
to encourage the development of farm-based business including agri-tourism, and to support initiatives to 
maintain the economic viability of agriculture. This use may also provide farmers with additional income.  
 
Under State law, a farm brewery has limits on the amount of beer that can be produced each year, the 
number of events that may be held, as well as the types of food and the amount of product that can be sold 
for consumption on premises. According to staff’s research, eight other jurisdictions permit farm breweries.  
 
Staff recommends sending a favorable recommendation to the Kent County Commissioners.  
 
 
 
 
  



Department of Planning, 
Housing, and Zoning 

400 High Street, Suite 130 
Chestertown, MD 21620 

410-778-7423 (voice/relay) 
planning@kentgov.org 

 

 

 
 
February 4, 2021 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable P. Thomas Mason, President 
County Commissioners of Kent County 
400 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
 
Re:  Zoning Text Amendment – Farm Breweries in the Agricultural Zoning District  
 
Dear Mr. Mason: 
 
At its February 4, 2021 meeting, The Kent County Planning Commission reviewed the proposed amendment 
to the Kent County Land Use Ordinance adding subsection 7.5 to Article V, Section 1.2 to allow farm breweries 
as defined by the State of Maryland.  The Agricultural Advisory Commission met on January 13th and voted 
unanimously to recommend approval of the Zoning Text Amendment.  
 
Following a lengthy discussion and consideration of testimony, the Planning Commission voted unanimously 
to send a favorable recommendation based on the following finds:  

• The public need of the amendment is to allow for the development of small, locally owned business 
which will create jobs, support tourism, and economic development.  

• Was recommended by Staff and the Agricultural Advisory Commission. 
• Complies with the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Ordinance.   
• The property and zoning district are suited for this use.  

 
If you have any questions or concerns in this regard, kindly contact staff in the Department of Planning, 
Housing, and Zoning. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Kent County Planning Commission 
 
 
 
 
Kim Kohl 
Chairman 
 
 



Kent County Agricultural Advisory Commission 
Department of Planning, Housing, and Zoning  

400 High Street, Suite 130 
Chestertown, MD 21620 

410-778-7423 (voice/relay)  
 
 

 

 
 
14 January 2021 

 
Kim Kohl, Chair 
Kent County Planning Commission 
400 High Street 
Chestertown, MD  21620 
 
RE:   Zoning Text Amendment - Agricultural Zoning District (AZD) 
 Permitted Use- Farm Brewery has defined by the State of Maryland 
 
Dear Ms. Kohl: 
 
The Kent County Agricultural Advisory Commission has reviewed the proposed amendment to the Kent County 
Land Use Ordinance District Regulations, Agricultural Zoning District [Article V, Section 1.2] by adding 
subsection 7.5, Farm Breweries as defined by the State of Maryland. The members voted to recommend 
approval of proposed amendment based on the following: 
 
 In its Vision, the Comprehensive Plan recognizes that agriculture is the keystone to Kent County’s 

heritage and its future. Agriculture is the linchpin that buttresses the County’s economy, culture, history, 
and everyday experiences. The Plan further outlines goals and strategies which support existing 
businesses; seeks to retain and promote existing businesses and assist in their growth; encourages the 
development of farm-based business including agri-tourism; and promotes and supports the agricultural 
industry and secure its future in the County. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns in this regard, kindly contact our staff in the Department of Planning, 
Housing, and Zoning. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Jennifer Debnam 
 
Jennifer Debnam 
Chair 
 
 
JAD/rwt 

 



APPLICATION FOR TEXT AMENDMEN~"' TO THE 
KENT COUNTY LAND USE ORDINANCE 

KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 
-------------------------------- ---------

Kett! Couttty Departmettt of Pla11ni11g, Housing and Zoning 
Kent County Government Center 

400 High Street• Chestertown, MD 21620 
410-778-7475 (phone)• 410-810-2932 (fax) 

Pursuant to Article XII, "Administrative Procedures" Section 6, "Amendments", of the Kent 

County Land Use Ordinance, I/We ::r~W) t:S (b.V\ d Sh :cl.e~ A I eJ< ClV\ der 
Applicant's Name 

of 13501 /'.\-J~nclev 8d Gc..-\t:V10.. I md z I ~35 - I q 3 0 Oo2- 3~ 1- L./Sc./ 1 
Address Telephone Number 

hereby petition the Kent County Commissioners to amend the Land ., J se Ordinance of Kent County, 

Maryland, as follows: J.2.pda=le !?rr-+,·e/t 1L Sec!,' Of"\ L/. a. I e> c lass 8 b(rn 
_Breu.>ev-~ ~s b>e~,'Vlcd kl<:! the 51-o....f.e ~f dlt!r:........,j,......_f°'~!'.l'"""'-d.=--• .._ __ _ 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to permit: ±be op e./'Q._ :\-,' o V\ oC Q...-

t ~oss tB fu..-.YV\ \0-rewe<-'-( o..+ \"OSOL Pv\e.:><~V\de.r Rd G4/cno... 1 «Jd2f&,JS. 

Tu~ ~ ~ s c.: \) \c..v-.. ~o V r o Mo +-c C fQ.f + b-e-e f' +-ou v-_,·-=~-=--/Y\-'--'0..-=--" \.i.;.cl ____ _ 

fr,o V\ o M : c... d: e !le I e> fern-en .f 1 () IA e Y1 + Cou Fl f:f .__ _______ _ 

:ant>s Signature 

//-/!- ~O:J.CJ 
~~--~- -~--------

Date 

Please Note: The application for an amendment to the text of this Ordinance shall, at a 1 inimum state in particular, the Article, 
Section, and paragraph sought to be amended. The application shall contain the languc ~e of the proposed amendment. 

/11structions: The Land Use Ordinance requires that five (5) copies for Zoning Text Amf 1dme nt be submitted to the Executive 
Assistant to the County Commissioners accompanied by $500.00 filing fee, payable to I 1e County Commissioners of Kent 
County. 

Revised - 04 /9/08 

DEPARTMENT OF 
PlANNlNG, HOUSINf. ~µNING 

RECEIVED ! J:r5 0()() 

For 0 ;'ice Use Only: 
File Number __ ~'-/ 2._ _________ _ 
Date F iled__ / Ql / I 7.1 ~ 
Date Referred to Planningc( '.II.mission _______ _ 
Date Recommend. Rec'd fro: 1 Plan. Comm. _ _ ____ _ 
County Comm. Public Heari 1g Date 
County Commissioners Acti< 11 

Date of Action __ _ 
Property Posted __ 



BAYBILLY BREWING C<l. 
Baybilly LLC. 

13051 Alexander Rd, Galena, MD 21635 

Proposed Amendment to the Kent County Land Use Ordinance for Article II Section 4 
Rurnl Residential Zoning District 

I, James Alexander respectfully request the amendments to the land use ordinance listed in the 
attached application. This request is being made to allow farm breweries to exist on farms across 
Kent County. I have been in contact with a farm brewer in another c lll1ty_ancLwltlLhrewers-frorn--- -­
ot er counties in Maryland. The intent of this is to add to the growing industry of craft brewing 
tourism in the state and bring that tourism to Kent County. 

There are currently over 100 craft breweries in the state of Maryland which ranks it 22°a in the 
nation. On the eastern shore there are currently thirteen breweries. These breweries broken down 
by county are 4 in Cecil, 1 in Dorchester, 4 in Queen Anne's, 2 in Wicomico, and 2 in 
Worcester. There is currently one in Kent county awaiting approval. There are currently 14 farm 
breweries in the state of Maryland of which 1 is on the eastern shore in Queen Anne's County. 

The craft beer industry has brought in over 600 million dollars of revenue to the state (2019). It 
has created over 6000 jobs. These numbers are actually small compared to neighboring states 
like Delaware and Pennsylvania with over a billion dollars in sales and over 8000 jobs. There is 
plenty of room for Maryland to grow in this indust1y. Opening craft brewery tourism in the 
county would allow this growth. 

Farm breweries have a lot of advantages over a brew pub. Farm breweries are typically family 
friendly venues. They tend to attract people of all age groups drinkers and nondrinkers. This is 
due to the various events a farm setting allows. This setting allows not only the brewery but also 
space for local artisans and fanners to set up booths to sell their wares. Such as a farmers market 
or craft show. It also allows for events like fall fests, com mazes, music, playgrounds etc. The 
craft beer is just a catalyst to bring individuals together to enjoy m;my of the merchandise 
available from individuals throughout the county. 

Not only will it benefit artisans and crafters throughout the county to be able to sell their things 
but it will also support the local restaurants in the area. The brewery will not supply food. There 
will be food trucks available at times but mainly the food will come from local restaurants by 
takeout. Menus from the restaurants will be provided. Patrons will be able to place orders with 
the local restaurants and have delivery or there will be a runner to pick up their orders. 

For the proposed brewery at the Alexander Farm located at 13501 :\lexander Road, Galena will 
not need any structures built to support the brewery and tasting roo:n. The structures are already 
present. There will need to be slight renovations made which are m:1inly cosmetic. The plan is to 
have a tasting room ·inside, a brew house, and outside area for tastings and any special events. 



Mike Bitting, Chief Enforcement Officer
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Request To Approve Updating The Plumbing Code



Mike Bitting, Chief Enforcement Officer
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Request To Implement HVAC Inspections As Standard Practice



Economic & Tourism Development
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Recommendation to Hire Applicant for Administrative Assistant II Vacancy   

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Parks and Recreation
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Summer Applicants

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Planning, Housing, and Zoning
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Recommendation to Hire Applicant for Associate Planner Vacancy   

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Environmental Operations Division
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Environmental Operations Division
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Disposal Permit Proposal

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Circuit Courtroom HVAC Emergency Repair
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Contingency Fund Request for Emergency Repair

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
05.11.21 Proposal, Johnson Controls, Kent County Courthouse Split System (4-3-20), Replace 15 Ton AC
System in Courthouse Loft, Quote Reference1-17YT1YMY











Eastern Shore Entrepreneurship Center
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Maryland Relief Act of 2021

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
05.05.21 Agreement By and Between Kent County Commissioners and Eastern Shore Entrepreneurship
Center, Kent County Revolving Loan Fund, Restaurants, Lodging, and Online Sales, Telework Maryland
Relief Act of 2021





Public Notice, Five-County Joint Meeting
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
May 19, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
05.11.21 Notice of Joint Public Meeting with Chesapeake College





J. Terry Ober, Inspector, Kent Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
License Update 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Procedures for Public Comment
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Procedures for Public Comment



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY 

PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 In response to the State of Emergency due to COVID-19, and in lieu of public 

appearance, the meeting is being held virtually, via teleconference and viewable on the County 

website at www.kentcounty.com/government.   

 

It is our desire that everyone who wishes to comment be given a fair and uninterrupted 

opportunity to express their views to the County Commissioners during this public comment 

period.   

• Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes in length.   

• Comments longer than three (3) minutes will be required to be submitted in 

writing.   

• The Board President will open the meeting to Public Comments, citizens are 

asked to state their name, address, and the topic of interest.  Citizens are to ask 

that all views be expressed in a respectful and civil manner.  The Board respects 

your desire and right to convey your message freely.  We ask as a courtesy to the 

Board and our citizens that you respect the Commissioners’ request to refrain 

from naming citizens and name calling when offering any critique.  

 

 The County staff will acknowledge each caller, in the order they called in, announce the 

last 4 digits of the phone number that was used to call in, and will ask the caller to unmute their 

phone allowing them to comment. 



Contingency and Use of Fund Balance Report
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
5-4-2021 Commissioner Report Contingency-revised





Bill Mackey, Director, Planning, Housing, and Zoning
5/11/2021

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Legal
This meeting will be closed under the Annotated Code of Maryland General Provisions
Article § 3-305 (b) (7) To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; and (8) To consult
with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
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